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MDCCLXXVIf. 


TO THE 


COUNTESS of 


MADAM, 

OULD I but faintly paint the 
wd high idea. I entertain of your 
virtues, I fhould attempt it. But as 
‘you have fo much underftanding to 
fuffer what, I have ¢oo /:+t/e to under- 
take, I hope the world will excufe 





my deficiency, and you will pardon 
my prefumption. 


I fhall only obferve, that you have 
proved by your conduct the poffibi- 
lity of uniting the duties of a court 
A 2 Lady, 
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Lady, with thofe duties which. 
are undoubtedly of greater im- 
portance, without betraying any in- 
confiftency in your condudt. Like 
the judicious ancients, who made 
the God of wifdom and poetry the 
fame, you judge chearfulnefs and 
elegance infeparable from true phi- 
lofophy ; and that wifdom and tafte,. 
{fpringing from the fame common 
parents, truth and nature, can never 
fo profper and flourifh, as when, ad- 
vancing hand in hand, they mu- 
tually fupport each other. 


The approbation wit which your 
Ladyfhip honoured a former work 
of mine, encourages me to prefent 

this 
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this to you, as I know you think 
this fpecies of writing may be car- 
ried to a high pitch of ufefulneds, 


I belteve very few duly exert all 
their phylical and moral ftrength, 
but find many void fpaces within the 
circle of their lives, and others fill- 
ed with what they difapprove, or 
with trifles of no ufe. The love 
and practice of virtue, and a tafte 
for the ftudy of the {ciences, are prin- 
cipally recommended in the follow- 
ing pages: do not fuch impart to him, 
who is poffeffed of them, a happi- 
nefs independent of accident, and 
the malignity or caprice of men? 
I do not produce my fentiments as 

uncommon, 
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uncommon, but only as ufeful and 
reafonable: nor do I dogmatize; 
my folly is abfolutely perfonal: 
thus as a. little Laird, m the High- 
lands of Scotland, after he had 
dined, allowed all the fovereigns in 
the univerfe to dine in their turn: 
contented with my refletions, /uch 
as they are, I leave the reft of the 
world to act as they pleafe. 


As a woman feldom writes with- 
out hazarding a great deal for want 
of information, the fuccefs of this 
performance is uncertain; I there- 
fore will not borrow the luftre it 
might receive from your name be- 
ing afhixed to it, or from the favour- 

able 
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able impreffions which might be 
formed of my own character, from 
the intimacy you have honoured me 
with for twelve years paft. I re- 
main, dear Madam, with unfeigned 
regard, and the fincereft attach- 
ment, 


your Ladyfhip’s obliged, 


and affectionate friend, 


The AUTHOR, 


THE 


Marchionefs DE Louvu. 
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From the Countefs of Danvers, to the 
Duchefs of Surry. 


Sept. 5, 1775. 
DEAR MADAM, 


HOPE this will find your Grace, 

I the Duke, and aH your family in 
perfect health: I was exceedingly con- 
cerned the indifpofition of my Lord pre- 
vented me from making any longer ftay 
in London, and can affure your Grace, 
Vor. I B that 


2 LETTER I. 


that no other circumftance er have 
prevailed on me to leave town the day 
on ‘which you were to arrive from the 
country. I longed to embrace you, after 
an abfence of fifteen years, to fee, all 
your family, and to introduce mine to 
you. -lfmy Lord's health: is not ‘bet- 
ter from our jaunt, my girls have had at 
leaft the advantage of a fuperior educa- 
tion than they could have received at 
home, which is fome compenfation for 
having been fo long abfcnt from our 
friends. We brought with us a young 
lady from Tours, cne of the mo% ami- 
able, moft accomplifhed, and beautiful 
creatures I ever faw. Acres was,the va- 
lorous knight, who refcued her from 
a very imminent danger; and afterwards 
placed her in a coPvent, which I pre- 
vaiked on her to quit, My brother, Ge- 
ora PEACE is the moft altered mag 

| I ever 
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T ever faw ; a fecret grief fens to: prey 
upon his {pirits—But there is no know- 
ing what is the occafion of it. Your 
Grace may believe, I was very much 
mortified at my fitter’s matriage.—-You 
know fhe’ had beauty enough, when 
young, to have excufed her want of com-. 
mon-fenfe; but fhe {corned the preca- 
rious triumph of her charms, and would 
only conquer by the beauties of her 
mind. An union-of hearts, a delicacy 
of fentiment, and a mental adoration, 
were What fhe long fought for, axd newer 
found. Thus nature ftruggled with fen- 
timent, till fhe was fifty, but then got 
the better of it to fuch a degree, that 
fhe fell in love with an Irith enfign of 
eighteen, and married him; he lived 
long cnough to {quander her patrimony, 
by plunging into all manner of debauch- 

B 2 eres 5 
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eries ; and then died, leaving her penny- 
lefs. 

She is now I find a devotee, and 
lives with my brother the General : 
and as he has promifed to accompany 
my young people to town in November, 
a will alfo be of the party. 

» Your Grace may readily imagine, I 
saiaan much confidence in a wo- 
man who has rendered herfelf equally 
“fidiculous in age as in youth; but the 
General’s great tenderneis for her, toge- 
ther with the admirable good fenfe ot 
my two eldeft girls, will, Ithink, coun- 
teract any confequence of her abfurdi- 
ties with the youngeft. I hope your 
‘Grace will extend the frlendfhip you 
hondsred the mother with to her daugh- 
ters; and that as my Lord’s bad health 
prevents my coming to town, that you 
ml countenance ig dear children. 

gt Yon: 
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You will find them not wzamiable, and 
highly accomplifhed. 

Their father, ever indulgent, wifhes 
them to poffefs every advantage in their 
introduction into life, whitch our very 
Jarge fortune fo well intitle them to. 
Shall I flatter myfelf with your Grace’s 
protection, and of your countenancing 
them? They are torefide in our houfe in 
Berkley-fquare. 

My Lord defires his beft refpects to 
your Grace, and joins with me in the 
fame to the Duke, and beft comple- 
ments to all your family. 


I am ever, your Grace’s 
affectionate friend, and 
obliged humble fervant, 


WHIHELMINA DANVERS, 


Ber a L E T- 


. € -6~ Di. 
LETTER I. 


From Mademoifelle le RerzLeT, to the 
Abbé Francvibeé,. at Avignon. 


DE AR S IR, 

FTE R a moft agreeable journey, 

r arrived with my benefactrefs and 
family at an ancient feat of her Lord's 
an Cambridgefhire. You inquire of me 
‘my adventures ; it is, indeed, too true,. 
I have had fome very extraordinary 
ones! But do you imagine, my good 
friend, that I am like Don Quixote, 
and that every thing is to turn to an ad- 
venture at my approach? I am very 
well, and have been perfectly happy ; 
cherifhed, and. efteemed,, -by gne of the 
mott ‘amiable families in the world,. 
whofe felicity i is only obfcured by the 
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bad health of its mafter, who, patient 
under his fufferings, never repines at the 
difpenfations of Providence, but looks 
around him delighted with his. family, 
acknowledging’ thofe mercies, thofe be- 
nefits he poffeffes. His amiable Count- 
efs, is one of the beft of women fhe 
lives but in her Lord, and devotes: her 
whole time in. promoting his eafe, and 
in alleviating his diftrefs. My Lord’s 
eftate is very confiderable, and no peo- 
ple ever fucceeded better than him and 
his amiable confort, in making the bleff- 
ing of riches an honour to them.. | 

"A prudent eeeonoiny, equally diftant 
from a fordid avarice and a fatal prodi- 
gality, regulates: this family. _ 

Lady Sufan, their’ eldeft daughter, 
has no. affectation in her ; could fapport 
any charafter, but affumes: none ever. 
inifled by fancy ‘or vanity, is ‘Stet 

Ba 
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fingly by reafon; whatever fhe fays or 
does, is the manifeft refult of a happy 
nature, and a good underftanding : her 
perfon is truly lovely. 

Lady Juliana, the fecond of the 
young ladies, in her air, fpeech, and 
motion, has a winning elegance that is 
irrefiftible, and through all her difcourfe 
there is a foft compofure. Her perfon 
is flender, ormed with fymmetry : 
a delicacy mingled with matigor is her 
chief characteriftic, 

Lady Fanny, the youngeft of the 
ladies, #8 not near fo handfome as her 
fafters, but is poffeffed of an arch viva- 
city and a turn for raillery, which alarms 
as much as it amufes her friends. She 
has a talent of placing the moft ferious 
Matters in a ridiculous view, and can 
-catry her point at any time with people, 


by 
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by entertaining and putting, them into @ 
good humour, » 

General Spencer, a eo of my: is 
dy’s, met us at London: her ladythip 
feened much affected at feeing him; -fhe 
fays he is much altered from what he 
was formerly. His appearance has 
fomething in it that commands venera- 
tion, love, and refpeét, Old age, in 
him, is neither morofe, difagreeable, 
mor magifterial, Without condefcend- 
img toa juvenile character, he accom- 
modates himfelf to all forts of tempers = 
tf he does not flutter with the gay in- 
fipid coxcomb, yet he preferves the dig- 
nity and refpect his age infpires; at 
leaft he is no troublefome cenfurer, nor 
finds fault with the pleafures of others, 
although abforbed apparently himéelf in 
»a deep melancholy. 

The 
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The employments he has had in the 
court and army, and the fciences he 
has ftudioufly cultivated, furnifh him 
with a thoufand curious anecdotes, 
which render his converfation as plea- 
fant as inftructive. 

People always depart pleafed with his 
company, charmed with his politenefs, 
and inftructed in many facts of which 
he was witnefs, and whieh he frecly 
communicates without pride or entreaty. 

Nature when fhe made man fufcep- 
tible of misfortunes, made him fufcep- 
tible of pity alfo.—I felt—yet knew not 
why— was follicitous to offer him com- 
fort, yet knew not how to attempt it. 
Lord Acres, and his noble conduct to 
me, you are already acqeeimicd with : 
he'is at prefent at Bath. | 

My Lord had two children by. a lady 
to whom he was.attached before mar- 


ria gee 
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mage, The fon is in the army, and 
the daughter married to a Scotch ba- 
ronet, My lady ated the fame part to 
them fhe afterwards did to her own 
children. | 

I fhould condole with you moft fin- 
eerely on the death of your friend; but 
all good offices aré not to be done to 
all kinds of perfons : it would be an af- 
front to religion, and a doubting the 
profefiion you make of it, to treat you like 
vulgar men. We read, that Seneca com- 
forted people under affliction,. but never 
that any one undertook to comfort hinx 
How much more powerful is the, Chrif- 
tianity )ou profefs, to regulate the mind 
under any temporal lofs.! 

I beg you will give my bett wifhes 
to my faithful Dupree; and believe me, 


good 
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good father, with the Erestett eevee 


and refpect, 
Your obliged, 


humble fervant, 
ANNETTE LE REILLET. 
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From General Spencer, to the Earl of 
DANVERS. 


London. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


F I refifted your importunity, when 

you were defirous of knowing the 
caufe of my fecret griefs, it was becaufe 
I wifhed not to give you uneafinefs——— 
not that I miftrufted your generofity 
and friendfhip.——-—I was willing to 
fpare your fenfible. pind, from a tale 
replete with horros,’ in which your un- 
fortunate friend was the principal agent. 
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But if you fhould fill wifh to be inform- 
ed of this affair, your defires are to me 
commands, and fhall be complied with, 
though not without zxfinite pain to myfelf. 

We arrived here all in good health 
and fpirits, except Juliana, whofe fenfi- 
‘bility will, I am perfuaded, never per- 
mit her to be entirely happy. She ismifer- 
able in the thoughts of having left your 

Lordfhip, and thinks, by having done fo, 
fhe has failed both in duty and affection 
to you. 

How few minds are confonant to 
hers; I pray heaven, fhe may be more 
fortunate than fuch a difpofition com- 
monly is! She is indeed a mere flave. 

The lively Fanny did nothing but 
laugh during our whole journey, which 
fhe was fo'impatient to get to the end of, 
that fhe calculated our time like the 
paola of a ftage-coa¢h, allowing half 

an 
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an hour at one place, < twenty mi- 
nutes at another. 
A fit of devotion feizing my vee fif- 
ter at — fhe wentto church; Sufan 
and Juliana attended her, while their 
giddy fifter remained with me. She’s a 
pious foul, faid Fanny, who places the 
fum of her religion in perpetually fre- 
qguenting lectures and fermons, and 
dreams that conftantly going to {chool, 
and learning her duty, is exactly the 
fame as practifing it. I could not help 
being of my young friend’s opinion, 
though I faid nothing. There is a re- 
markable paffage in Plato’s Second Al- 
cibiades, which hath often been quoted. 
Socrates meeting Alcibiades, who was 
going to the temple to pray, proves to 
him that he knew not how to perform 
that duty aright, and that therefore it. 
was not fafe for him to do it, --On our’ 
journey 
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‘journey to town my fifter condemned the 
preacher for his ftyle and manner. Lady 
Sufan, upon my entreating her opinion, 
afked pardon for differing with her aunt; 
but faid, fhe could not help imagining, 
that we fhould find, upon enquiry, that 
the difcourfe they heard had been delt- 
vered by a very eminent man ; for that, 
as far as fhe was able to judge, exactnefs 
of method and juftnefs of thought, 
weighty arguments, judicious reflections, 
and unaffected piety, adorned with the 
fofteft and fweeteft eloquence, ran thro’ 
the whole. | 

Upon obferving my old friend Major 
Rivers pafs the window, I fent for him; 
he acquainted me he now refides entire- 
ly at — » where we had dined, hav- 
ing for fome years left the army. I told 
him the ladies had been at church, and 
Sufan’s opinion of the preacher, . defining : 

to 
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to knew who he.was? He replied that 
fram.the defcription it could be no other 
than the celebrated Dr, — » who 
never attempts your: paffions, {aid he, 
til ke bas convinced yopr reafon.— All 
she objections. which you can form are 
Yaid open and difperfed, before he ufes 
the leaft vehemence in his. fermon; but 
when he thinks he -has your-head, he 
very foon wins your ‘heart, and never 
‘pretends to fhew the beauty of holiness, 
till she has convinced -you of the truth 
-of at. He is none of thofe orators, 
‘whofe. perpetual antithefes only touch 
upon the fuperficies of the foul. As he 
‘ufes better weapons than they, fo he 
{trikes deeper wounds. He:leaves true. 
compunction in the feart, and. not falfe 
calarmsin the eg. 
_ My fitter thought 1 it incumbent on her 
0. 3 fopper her opinion, and infifted: ome 
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his ftyle was too labéured for a man of 
“God! Major Rivers faid, you muft in- 

deed, Madam, have a great feverity of 
*temper, if you can find any thing to con- 
_ demn in adding charms to truth, and 
gaining the eart by captivating the ear; 
in uniting rofes with the thoras of fcience, 
and joining pleafure with iaffruction. 

The morning after our arrival the 
Duke and Duchefs did us the honour 
of a vifit.: 1 do not at all find your long 
-abfence has weakened their attachment 
‘for you. Her Grace interefts herfelf 
much for the young ladies: we have 
implicitly followed cher direétions in 
every thing. 

Weare already engaged for at leaft 
a fortnight. 

Tiberius, the Emperor, created a 
new office for devifing new pleafures ; 

VoL. I. C bute 
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but the Englifh are ingenious enough” 
to fave their fovereign that expence. 
Thus, my dear Lord, | fhall be oblig- 
ed to launch into the regions of frivolity, 
to flutter in the round of amufements, 
and to range through the whole hemi- 
felere of folly. We are not to live only 
for ourfelves. Aman engaged in the 
‘commerce of the world, ought to ac- 
-commodate himfelf to hts condition, 
‘and avoid fuch particularitics as may 
render him fantaftical and impertinent. 
What 1s fuitable to a Monk, would no 
ways become a Lord of the Treafury, 
who cannot always be on bis knees. Fh 
it happens (I know not how), that wen 
perfon difliking his own condition, mif- 
takes his line, and practifes virtues in- 
compatible with his character: thus Me- 
Ra s abandoned her large family 
of n, to retire into a cloyfter, 
| while 
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“while Mademoifelle her coufin, a nun, 
eloped, with a young cavalier. 

I a&t agreeable to reafon, in devoting 
my time to my nieces this winter, hav- 
ing alas! ne nearer or dearer tie! And 
] hope I need not teld your Lordfhip my 
affection is equal to my wwifbes for their 
welfare. It is neceffary for young peo- 
ple to fee fome fafhtonable fcenes, as. 
honey may be extracted out of noxtous 
ffowers ; but a fting is alfo jaaaiami A to 
‘keep of the drones = 8 

We have but indifferent news from 
America: the fituation ofour affairs 
there will. cover. pofterity. with .a(tonifh- 
ment, though the prefent age regards. it 
with indifference and tranquility.,..This 
juftifies, Caminal. de Retz’s, remark, that 
the events ,.of,,our own: times; however 
extraordinary, affe& ys faintly,sand.re- 
quire, time ..to .give them, Aker, jut 
C 2 weight 
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weight and magnitude, which are loft 
‘by too near a view. <A perpetual peace 
is not in the decrees of Providence, 
rwhich, if fuch a thing had been intend- 
ed, would have given men a different 
_charaéter. War feems to me a neceflary 
evil: if we -were defigned for abfolute 
uniformity, we fhould never -have been 
afflicted with plagues and earthquakes. 
Plutus and Mercury are the chief 
‘deities venerated in this city.; and, like 
the fenate 1n Trberius’s time, they will 
not admit the gods of ftrangers. But 
‘honour keeps its nature in great fouls, 
and remains: what it ought to be, the 
love of glory. In little fouls it degene- 
rates into a defire of diftinétions, into 
vanity. The fine gentlemen here, whofe 
-feeble talents cannot afpire to great en- 
terprizes, form others proportioned to 
their weaknefs. Not being able to con- 
os 7 quer 
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quer enemies, the endeavour to triumph — 
over (what they call) the prejudices 6. 
women: fuch isthe pedigree of fop-- 
pery! A foldier, my dear Lord, in {pe- 
culation, is a character I ever defpifed.. 
When a Greek fophift, declaimed with 
great applaufe on the fcience and opera- 
tion of arms, Haznibal, one of his hear- 
ers, pronounced him one of the arrant- 
eft blockheads he had ever heard. You. 
may fuppofe from this, how agreeable 
it would be for me, to be called upon 
by my fovereion to perform my duty in 
this juncture of affairs. I defire my bett 
wifhes to my fifter, and compliments to- 
the amiable Mademoitelle le Reillet. 
Iam evcr, my dear Lord, 
Your obedient 
humble fervant, - 
AUGUSTUS SPENCER. 


C 3 | LET- 
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From Lady Susan Danvers to the 
Countefs of Danvers. 


MY DEAR MOTHER, © 
¥Y wmcle has akeady acquainted 
“you oF our fafe arrival, and of the 
ularly ‘the Duke and Duchefs-of Surry.’ 
As you'defire me to write you every 
thing, -F fhall hazard giving you my 
dpinion ‘of that family ; and if you think 
Yam miftaken in thofe you formerly 
knew, you mutt allow for the inferiority 
of my judgment, and alfo the change 
fifteen years effects upon moft people. ” 
° The Duke has a negligence and eafe 
in his “tanner that would look’ like 
Want of breeding in any other man, but 
aie’ cc ‘natural to Aim, that ‘every one 
muft 
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muft think nothing elfe would become. 
him ; for with fo much eafe that every 
action feems to be by chance, he hasa 
dignity that attraéts all eyes in ever fo 
large an affembly, as to the principal fi- 
gure in it. The Duchefs’s perfon 1s 
{till extremely fine, though fhe is not 
young ; her wunderftanding naturally 
good, and improved by reading. In 
private company fhe never lofes the po- 
litenefs of a court, nor at court the free- 
dom of a private company ; and in her 
converfation fhe has a manner, that 
looks as if fhe tried to learn fomething. 
from thofe with whom fhe converfes, 
though I fhould fuppofe there are very 
few but mutt be improved by her. 

Lady Ann Surry, their eldeft daugh- 
ter, has a fine perfon, but a very home- 
ly face. She does not fay half the 
bright things the could do were the hand-" 
a C4 fome; 


D4 LETTER IV. 
fome ; (nature has been a ftep-mothér 
to her;) but as'that miay be the reafon 
why one fex overlooks her, it may alfo be 
for the other's applauding her. She loves 
to hear others commended for their wif- 
dom, beauty, and accomplifhments, is 
the firft to fpeak well of them, and to 
defend them when attacked. She con- 
forms herfelf entirely tro your maxim, 
“that the beft manner to decry another’s 
“vice 1s to'avoid it; and the true way to 
advance another’s virtue is to copy it: 
is not this generofity, my dear mother, 

an infallible fign of her merit ? 
Lady Charlotte 1s very pretty, but 
a little affected; I miftake, how- 
ever, if fhe hus not many internal good 
qualities, which at prefent fhe does not 
enquire. after; they therefore lie con- 
_ tealed, like virtues in vegetables, till 
time or accident fhall difcover ther. 
Mr,’ 
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Mt: Otway is her declared and receiv- 
ed lover; he isa man of very large for- 
tune, and of a humour very fimilar to 
ker own. 

It will not furprife my deareft mother 
to hear that her amiable Juliana is every 
where much admired, and that her live- 
ly Fanny pleafes as many as fee her. I 
find it however necefflary in the fage 
character of clder fitter to moderate her 
{pirits—and I have taken great care to 
make her read fuch books as have aten- 
dency to enlighten the underftanding, 
and rectify the paffions, inftead of thofe 
which are of little more ufe than to di- 
vert the imagination. 

She is at prefent reading Telemachus. 
to me; did not Archbifhop Fenelon, 
my dear mother, treat romance in fucha 
manner as to give it dignity and charms, 

of which it had been before judged in« 
- capable 
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capable, by extracting from thofe fic- 
tions a moral ufeful to mankind? __ 
You know it has been commonly 
- fuppofed, that he compofed this work 
as themes for the Duke of Burgundy 
and his brother, to whom he was pre- 
ceptor, as Boffuet had drawn up his Uni- 
verfal Hiftory for the ufe of the Dauphin: 
upon which Fanny made the following 
remark, ‘ that the amours of Calyp/o and 
Eucharis was a very extraordinary leffon 
given by a prieft to the fons of France.” 
_ You enquire if I have feen Mrs, 
Dafhwood? We dined there one day. 
There was fuch an air of preparation 
in the whole entertainment, and fo 
-much ceremony, as could not fail of 
| making the whole company fenfible how 
;much trouble they had occafioned. She 
does not appear to me to have judgirent 
“enough to diftinguith between accident 
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and excellence. When fhe fhould meafure 
nature fhe but looks to vanity ; and the 
preference which fortune gives is -only 
empty and imaginary. She is a del ef 
prit, and as vain of her beauty as her 
learning. She was very defirous of our 
being on a very intimate footing—-but 
we fhould be moft unfuitable compa- 
nions. Her whole ambition’ is to fhine 
in company, and to recommend herfelf 
by univerfal complaifance : my greatéft 
happinefs, you know, my dear mother, 
éonfifts in eafe, with the converfation of 
a few friends. I prefer a good heart 
before the moft voluble tongue; and 
though 1 am obliged to her for the po- 
litenefs of her profeffions, yet her atten- 
| tions are divided among fo numerous an 
acquaintance, that little can remain for 
thofe fhe is pleafed to honour with the 
ame of ‘friends. — 


Mut | 
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Muft not this, my dear methér, be- 
always the cafe in agreat city. Benevo- 
lence degenerates into humanity, and 
friendfhip into a flight affection. In her 
gaieté de ceur, the faid fhe thought Lady: 
Ann Surry is a frightful woman; I. 
could not forbear replying, I find, Ma-- 
dam, you judge by external appear-- 
ances, and it is your intercft that others: 
fhould form their judgment by the fame 
rule—I muft own, Lady Anne has no- 
thing to boaft in that refpect; but makes- 
ample amends for her outward defetts, by 
her inward qualities. You have always 
faid, my dear mother, women ought 
not to place fo much value on a quality 
. that can be ufeful fo one, as to neglect 
_ that which may be of benefit to shox- 
ands by precept or example. And whgn 
the flecting charms of their perfons are 
faded, the everlafting beauties of ne 
ae ae mi 
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:minds may be as much the comfort of 
‘their autumn, as the charms of their 
-perfon were the glory of their fpring. 
My fifters defire their duty to you, 
-and join me in the fame to my dear fa- 
ther, and I remain ever, dear mother, 
Your affectionate, 
and obliged daughter, 


Susan DANVERS. 


LE T T ER _ YV., 


‘From the Earl of Danvers to General 
SPENCER, 


“MY DEAR SIR, 


J AM much obliged by yours, and 


am happy to find you got fafe to 
“town. | 


The defire I expreffed of knowing 
‘the fubjeé&t of your melancholy entirely 
proceeded 
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proceeded from a defire of alleviating it 
—but I ftand corrected, my dear bro- 
ther, and intreat you'll forget I ever 
wifhed to be informed on a fubject I 
plainly fee muft give you fo much pain. 
We ought not to remind another of mis- 
fortunes, of which the fufferer does not 
complain, and which we cannot miti- 
gate: I can have no right to excite in 
you thoughts which neceffarily diftrefs 
you whenever they return, and which 
perhaps’ would not have revived, but 
for my. impertinent curiofity. Iam no 
better in ‘myy: health; I have certainly 
fuffered toofrom my quack medicines. 
Chymical medicines are obferved to re- 
dieve oftner than cure; for it is the na- 
cure of ‘(pirits to make {wift. ei ie 1056 
“but not deep. 

In Peterfhurzh, Rome, and Sacie, 
they dee fell any medicine, unlefsa re- 
| gular 
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gular receipt is figned by a phyfician, as 
the punifhment is very fevere. Efculapius 
could not have made a law more benefi- 
cial to the faculty, and it prevents empi- 
rics from deftroying numbers, as they do 
with impunity among us. Medicine, 
however, it is thought, owes more to 
that illiterate enthufiaft Paracelfus, than 
to all the phyficians who have written 
fince the days of Hippocrates, if we except 
Sydenham, who owes his reputation en- 
tirely to a great natural fagacity in mak- 
ing obfervations, and a ftill more un- 
common candor in relating them. 

What little medical philofophy he 
had, which was as good as his time af- 
forded, ferved only to warp his genius, 
and render -his writings more perplexed 
and tirefome. Some of my phyficiang 
are of opinion I fhould return to, thé 
feuth of France, or Italy ; others. think 

I had 
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j had better remain here: I believe ‘it 
‘would puzzle the whole faculty to pro- 
cure me any relief. The caufes of dif- 
-eafes are often either doubéful or latent; 
_and the aftion of the mind is likewife of- 
ten an immechanical difurbing caufe, In 
England the changes in the air are very 
:frequent : on which account the health 
-of the inhabitants is more eafily affected, 
and in no other country perhaps are 
there more complaining valetudinarians, 
However, -/exfibie variations of the air 
{eldom greatly exceed their ufual. h- 
mits and duration, in producing any 
very extraordinary changes in the ftate 
.of the epidemic. And we find from the 
regifters of the.prevailing difeafes, in fe- 
-veral parts of this kingdom, that their 
different appearances are more owing to 
their different fitvations and foil, and 
other. r4uote caufes, than to the fenfible 
variations 
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variations of the air. But it is a mielan- 
choly affair, that after the firft years in 
our lives, in the moft delightful retire- 
ment, we are obnoxious to the influence 
of the atmofphere, and are gay or fad, 
according as the heavens are cloudy or 
fevene. But it the part of a wife man to 
to forget the inevitable calamities of 
human life, in the enjoyment of the pre- 
fent hour—but painful fenfations affeét 
us incomparably more ftrongly than the 
agreeable; for violent pain deftroys all 
fenfation of pleafure ; but the moft pow- 
erful fenfation of pleafure cannot oa 
a ftrong fenfation of pain. 
Tam too ill at prefent to add more than 
that Tam, with very great regard, 
dear Sir, 
your obedient fervant, 


SURRY. 


Vor. I. 1?) Li. T- 
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rom General Spencer, to the Earl af 
SURRY. 


MY DEAR LORD, 
| HAD the pleafure of your letter, 

and am exceedingly chagrined to find 
you are ftill fo much indifpofed. 

Your young ladies are ail well, and 
are very much approved of by every 
body. Lady Sufan, and Juliana, were 
introduced at court the other day, and 
I can affure you their uncle’s vanity was 
much flattered by the appearance they 
made. I may be miftaken, but I chink Ju- 
kana has captivated the Marquis of Ep- 
fom, .on which account, I fhall tell you 
what I think of him. I dare fay, in 
time, his dLordfhip will be an amiable 
smember of fociety—at prefent he wor- 
fhips vice, as the Indians adore the 

devil, 
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Gevil, not .from inclination but timi- 
Bity. 

His conflitution 1s delicate and ferfi- 
"ble, he is therefore ‘not capable of pre- 
found difquifitions ; too weak to fuftain 
long meditation, and too fenfible to lead 
a contemplative life, he beholds nature 
without attending to particular parts, 
inceffantly flies from object to object, 
glances upon them, and dips not beneath 
‘the furface: thus judging of rhe whole 
by his imperfect knowledge of a part, he 
forms deductions neceflarily falfe and in- 
-conclufive. 

But as there 1s a compenfation in 
every thing, this difpodtion has its ad- 
‘vantages. The man who is conftitu- 
tionally fad, may be juft and fincere ; 
the gay may be equitable and meek; 
and a man of a ferene temper may pof- 
‘defs the virtues of both. But it is only 

, D2 ts 
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to. the man of a delicate conftitution: of 
body, that nature has given a compaffion=. 
ate heart. On him has fhe beftowed 
that noble proper fity to clemency, that 
generofity of foul, which takes pleafure 
ta mingling tears with the afflicted, in 
melting at another’s woe, and relieving 
the opj-refled. 

- The mind of man, like the finer parts 
of matter, the more delicate it is, na- 
turally admits the more deep and the 
more vifible impreffions. , 

Lord John Surry, his brother, pof- 
fefics great ftreneth of body, which ts 
ever accompanied by boldnefs and opens 
nefs of temper, 

The impetuous Efchylus, the agree- 
abie Horace, the fublime Milton, the 
fagacious Montefquieu in a word, every 
man owes the turn and character of his 
mind tq the conftitution of his body. 

oe Lord 


LETTER VI. 2%. 

Lord John ‘has very fuperior abilities, 
and diftinguifhed himfelf laft winter at 
the meeting of the national affembly. 
He is alfo a man of pleafure: ordinary. 
people are equally eftranged by pleafure 
and bufinefs; but gentules of a fuperior 
order pafs from one to the other without 
trouble: always their own mafters, they 
lend themfelves to diverficns and affairs, 
without being entirely pofleft by either, 
and never neglect bufinefs for the fake 
of pleafure. Lord Henry, the young- 
eft of the brothers, is bred to the church, 
and although only now io his eighteenth 
year, conducts: himfelf with a pro- 
priety fuited to his profeffion. His 
activity of foul ts fuch, that he can ne- 
ver feize on any principle without trac- 
ing it to its moft diftant confequences ; 
while others Ict every confequence ef- 
~ them, which has not a certain de- 
D 3 ore 
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grec of evidence at firft fight—and feize’ 
only thofe which prefent themfelves. 
Lord John takes upon him to doubt 
every thing as a philofopher, while Lord 
Hienry dares deny nothing as a divine— 
their frequent difputes, carried on with 
great fpirit on both fides, are highly en- 
tertaining. Jord Henry is very lively— 
aay character is ever uniform, whilft 
the melancholy humour has as many 
gradations as are found between the 
flighteft and deepeft melancholy. 

Yhope Lord Acres will foon return 
from Bath; he will find thefe young 
novlemen very agreeable companions. 

My fifter goes on quite in the o'd 
way. Mademoifelie de Scudery fays, 
*¢ aravity is only a fecret of the body, to 
conceal the defects of the mid.” Hi- 
pocricy is a homage vice pays to virtue. 
J like not. myfelf an appearance of over 
| | ifanctity, - 
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fanctity, and know not if I would not: 
rather prefer an acklowledged vice, to an 
equivocal virtue. One knows at leaft 
what to depend on. She is what Sir 
Richard Steel calls outrageoufly virtuous, 
and is whimfical and peevith to the laft 
degree; abufes every body, and muft 
confequently be feared and defpifed her-: 
felf. She takes falfe alarms at every 
thing that is faid, and wrefts every thing 
to double entendre. There are very few 
things that one might not fay before a 
woman of reputation, without: her be- 
ing obliged, by a regard to decency, to: 
take any umbrage: but this is not the 
cafe with her. JI have in vain told her,- 
that true delicacy is always on the fide’ 
of good fenfe, and approves of whatever 
is good, wherever it finds it:. thefe un- 
juft difgufts you manifeft, faid I, for 
what. is excellent, muft make one ac- 

| D4 cule 
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cufe you.of caprice, and depreciate you 
with jut reafoners. : 

This it is that fharpens fatire, ex- 
patiating againft the follies her con- 
fcience upbraids her with, and whereof 
the public are not sgnorant. This de- 
ceit provokes mankind; and, inftead 
of expunging her errors, excites a 
re-attention to obferve them. The 
world is a clear-fighted and malignant 
judge; itis hard to be impofed upon, 
and it feldom pardons the defign of 
dazzling and furprifing. It is more in- 
dulgent to thofe who deal above board, 
and confefs their weakneffes. A difpo- 
fition to afperfe characters is a fair butt 
for afperfion. It is here as in srea/on, 
‘they who love the calumny, will hate 
and perfecute the calumuiator, with the 
moft implacable virulence. 


I beg 
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I beg my beft affections 'to'my fitter, 
and complements to the antiable Made- 
moifelle le Reillet, 
Jam, my Lord, 
your obedient fervant, 


AUGUSTUS SPENCERe 


L E F T E R_ VI, 


From Lady Juttana Danvers, to Ma- 
demoifelle Le RerLier. 


MY DEAR ANNETTE, - | 
FE, have been at court, and every 
place of public refort ; the Duchefs 

of Surry, and her amiable family, load 
us with civilities. 

My fifter: Sufan enjoys it, but Fanny, 

is perfectly tranfported; how happy is 
ea mind thatcan be amufed with trifles ! 
: every 
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—every circumftance, be it ever fo tri- 
vial, enchants her, It is not fo with 
your lefs happy friend. External obs 
jects ever take their colourings from the 
fentiments which the foul at that time 
experiences; and the profpect of nature 
1s in the mind only. The unhappy 
{tate of health in which I left my belov- 
ed father diftreffes me fenfibly, and oc- 
cupies the inmoft recefles of my foul.. 
My affectionate mother, alive only to- 
what fhe thinks our intereft and amufe- 
met, fent us to town, by which fhe 
proves her own difintereftednefs; but 
which sof certainly calls upon us for a’ 
double attention in return for her geodne/s. 
Had_I tafte for the difipation which 
prefides in this place, my fentiments 
would be the fame; at prefent I can de 
five no merit in Jamenting I was net 
permicfd to,semain with you, I dread. 
: | the 
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‘he gout’s coming to my. father’s fto- 
mach—-—Oh!' my dear friend, that T° 
were at Danvers: Place! I fhould only 
then fear the truth; but while I am ab- 
fent, my anxious thoughts create a thou- 
fand dangers, and I alarm myfelf per- 
haps without reafon ! What inquictude: 
mutt a mindifel, on! a s of guilt, 
when mine Baw fuiferéd’fuch perturba- 
tion, merely from the ayyprehenfions of 
having failed in juft dgfeeacy of fenti- 
ment, by obeying: the’ Eommands of 
thofe parents, my heart feels fo much for, 
and owes fo much t0. 1 know weil, my 
dear Annette, my mother’s plzn is to get 
us well eftabitfhed in life; but while f 
poffefs my deareft parents” affections, E 
want no other happinefs. Were I never 
to alter my condition, fo far from its 
beimg a matter of uneafinefs to me, it 
-woultafford me fatisfation; nothing 
could 
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could give me a greater joy, than an af- 
furance of never being feparated from 
them. 

My heart is not formed for the mar- 
riages this age produces. 





It is noto- | 
rious in high life, inftead of fuch an 
union bringing people together, it is_ 
the moft effectual means of keeping | 


them afunder : “as, according to the prin: © 


ciples of action and reaction, where 


two bodies are drawn together by a vio- 


lent attraction they immediately fly off, 
and are driven back again from each 
other, by the principle of repulfion, 
‘© Every extreme produces its contrary,” 
A {pring compreffed, regains its elafticity 
when the compreffing power is removed, 
My foul is fenfible and delicate to excefs, 


No titles hor wealth can influence me to 


beftow my hand unaccompanied with. 


my heart: it is neceflary, as the object 
rye of 


~ 
ry 
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of | my love fhould alfo be that of my 
elem | po 3 

There is a pleafure, I am ounce: 
ftill more affecting than that of the 
fenfes : the union of hearts, the fecret 
propenfity of the foul, which draws you» 
towards the “object beloved, that mu- 
tual confidence, that certainly there is a 
perfon in the world, who would not. 
wifh to live but for your fake, and who 
would do any thing to prevent you from 
a moment’s difquiet. There is a pleafure 
in perfect friendfhip, which vulgar fpirits 
can never attain to. We muft be fenfi- 
ble to the impulfes of our own hearts, 
Our fenfibility muft have fome aim; I 
hope mine has a proper direttion, it 
refts at prefent in the health and wel- 
fare of my family, and my poffeffing - 
their’ affections and efteem.. a, 

: Tam - 
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yam now, my dear friend, gdine-to 
folicit a proof of your confidence, which 
nothing but the apprehenfions of produc- 
ing you uneafinefs would have prevent- 
ed me from entreating long ago. That 
you will acquaint me with the circum- 
{tances of your life, previous to that pe- 
riod in which my brother’s good for- 
‘tune enabled him to preferve you from 
‘the baleft of men. 

I cannot eafily exprefs to you, hew 
much I am charmed with Lady Anne 
‘Surry : my fifter Sufan perfectly adores 
her. She at once pofieffes knowledge 
and humility, dignity and condefcen.. 
‘fion; and joms to the greateft circum- 
{pection in her owa coaduét, the utmoft 
jenity to the feelings of others. 

Lady Charlotte has a very pretty face, 
‘and an innocent look, which is certdin: 
. very agreeable in itfelf, but fhe af 

, fects. 
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eéts fo much to be untaught and art- 
‘lefs, that though fhe has in reality fenfe 
enough, fhe often makes herfelf-appear 
quite filly by affectation, She mimics 
the walk of one lady, the found of the 
voice of another, turns her eyes in a 
way that is unnatural, and fcems to be 
acted upon with wheels and puliies like 
a machine: fhe’s a piece of clock-work! 
*Tis true fhe imitates good patterns; 
but all fhe does is offenfive becaufe fhe 
has forfaken her own natural behaviour 
for a borrowed one of others: in fhort, 
fhe is a bad copy of excellent originals. 

There are many perfect beauties 
eclipfed by others whofe features are lefs 
alluring, but who have attractive 
charms. And fince acquired parts ate 
“ret fo noble as the natural; nor the in- 
“Quitry of man to be equally efteemed 
-ayith the gifts of heaven; I may farther 


add, 
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add, that to underftand the art of pleaf- 
ing is not fo much to be valued, as to 
know, bow without art to pleafe. 

We are going to the opera, and { 
am reftricted in time, but cannot help, 
before I conclude, to mention the Mar- 
quis of Epfom, who is very’ high :in 
my efteem. No-body has that candour, 
that fimplicity, that evennefs of charac- 
ter; no-body has that goodnefs of foul, 
and elevation of fentiment all the 
young men I fee, in general, are only well 
taught parrots. 

Farewel, my dear Annette, prefent my 
duty tothe beft of parents ; amufe them 
for me, and believe me to be invariably, 





your affectionate friend, 


Juttana Danvers. 


LE T- 
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From Lady Fanny Danv ers, ta the 
Earl of Danvers. 


"My DEAR PAPA, 

EFORE you begin to read your 

" mad-cap’s letter, let your cufhion be 
{moothed, your poor gouty toes thereon 
adjufted, and your whole foul attuned 
to peace and tranquility. 

I have been greatly charmed, vattly 
pleafed, and highly delighted, fince I 
came to London. Juliana does no- 
thing but fret about having left you, 
while I do nothing but divert myfelf. 
Sufan is as wife, as. good, and as pru- 
dent as ever, and. always remains at 
home until the poft comes, te bear how 
you do. This provokes me very often, 
although, 1 am fure, I love you as well 
as ahy of my fifters; and could I renew 

Vor. I. iD VOUL 
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‘your youth and vigour, by boiling :you 
in a cauldron with certain magic herbs, 
as Medea is faid to have done-to her fa- 
ther Afon: I fhould leave this place 
immediately with great pleafure to at- 
tend you—and bid adieu to this delight- 


ful town, my fine cloaths, and precious 
beaux. 


I wifh toGod, dear papa, that mama 
had kept aunt Bloom at home— tire- 
fome to the laft degree fhe has been to 
me! The moft indifferent actions, and 
harmlefs pleafures, are 4o ber unpardon- 
able crimes. She makes giants and 
monfters of wind-mulls, and chimeras, 
and breathes the very fpirit of the Morn- 
ing Poft.—Thanks however to my want 
ot attention; her arguments, like the 
bafelefs fabric of a vifion, leaves not a wreck 
behind. Mademoifelle le Reillet, how- 
ever, -has often told me, that I fhould 

| fubmit 
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‘fabmit to a fmaller evil, when it is allicd 
svith a greater good. Now, though my 
-aunt, at times, is a great bore, yet at 
‘others fhe diverts me wonderfully. 

She was-fo'little time a wife, that fhe 
forgets that honour was conferred on 
“her, and returns to her primitive ideas, 
and acts the old maid. ‘Our fhoemaker’s 
wife takes her meafure for her thoes, 
and our ftay-maker’s daughter for her 
‘flays. | 
-’ She is perpetually talking about re- 
‘igion, conquering our paffions, and I 
“know not what! have, however, ob- 
ferved fhe begins to relax a little in prac- 
‘tice—fhe has had more than once an 
anonymous tidi ifpofi ition, which ‘has prevent- 
ed her from going to.church. She drefl- 
“ed /herfelf in the extreme of the fathion, 
. “ond 3 im all the colours of the rain- bow, 
"ow hil in reality, fhe looks ‘More like 
2 the 
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the decayed worm in the midft of its 
own filks, than any thing elfe. 

But what has diverted me moft, 
dear papa, is, you know, had fhe been 
married at the age in which wader Provi- 
dence, and your leave, I intend to enter 
into that holy fiate, her withered, fhri- 
velled, and decayed neck, might have 
been compared to her marriage-fettle- 
ment. This lovely bofom, is however 
adorned with a fnake tippet made by 
fome Gorgou.——I could not help tell- 
ing her, fhe would have no reafon to 
complain if fhe loft her head, neck and 
all,; by the hand of fome avenging 
Per feus. 

I have feen no creatures to-day, but 
very -difagreeab le people ; what amufe- 
ment could it afford you, if | acquaint you 
with the croffnefs of Sir John Bolton ;— 
the melancholy of ‘Sir Henry i otone: 

the 
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the affected airs and graces of Lady 
Charlotte Surry; or the four afpect, 
fhakings of the head, and difdainful 
fmiles of aunt Bloom? 

I have been at an opera, aplay, and 
(what I think ftupid enough) a rowt.— 
But were I to write you every thing, I 
fhould have nothing to relate when we 
meet; which I pray heaven! entre nous, 
im&y not be thefe three months to come, 
at Taft. | 

Sufan and Juliana are for ever a-writ- 
ing, and I fuppofe (though I know no- 
thing of the matter) they write well. 
For my part I never took any pains in my 
life.——One of our poets fays, ‘ be wro 
never felt BIRCH, fbould never wear BAYS.” 
Horace, I have heard faid, denies any 
thing to be in the power of genius 
without improvement and another 

E 3 man. 
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man* (Mademoifelle-le Reillet will telt 
you his name,. if you forget it) afferted: 
that grammar is the fountain of all fei- 
ence.. And the Roman + Mr.-Wedder- 
burn, fays, * he who commits his: 
thoughts: to paper without being able 
methodically to arrange them, or pro- 
perly to illuftrate them, gives us-an in- 
‘ftance of the moft intemperate abufe of 
his own time, and letters themfelves. - 

I have, however,. written'a long let- 
ter, fuch as it is, and I comfort myfelf 
with this refleétion. Quere:. Muft not 
Tbe abfolute of that langnage,- or that 
whoft laws I can trample under foot, and 
which J can ufe as f pleafe P———Great 
geniufes act fuperior to rules ; does not 
the Marquis of Halifax fay of Mon- 
taigne, that nature has made him too 
big to confine himfelf to a ftudied ftyle.. 

-® Quintillians - $ Cicero, 


Befides. 
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Befides, I never forget,. that Tafo be-. 
came infane by extreme application to 
ftudy, having furvived himfelf fo far 
as even to forget his works!  - 

Heaven preferve your darling from 
fuch a fate !—=Say amen,. dear papa ;: 
and while my fenfes: remain they fhall: 
be dedicated to you, and what: vou-love,, 
even: 

your affectionate,. 


and dutiful 


Fanny Danvers. 


P. S.. Duty to mama, love to Annette, 
and a great deal of pity to the poor 
gouty toes. 


E 4 LE T- 
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From Lady Susan Danvers, to the 
Countefs of DANVERS, 


‘'s DEAR MAMA, 

AM very sci to hear my dear 

_ father is fo much better. I fhall now, 
‘es obedience to your comrmands, give 
you, as well as my feeble pen will ad- 
mit of, the characters of thofe we mott- 
dy affociate with. : 

Sir John Bolton is very intimate with 
‘the Marquis of Epfom, ‘confequently in 
‘all our parties. He is agreeable in his 

perfon; ‘poffeffes a large eftate, and ‘is 
: reckéned “fenfible and Jndicious. He 
“appears: rather to think lightly of wo- 
“men, and his apprehenfions of ‘burning 
‘his fingers with Hymen’s torcly will not 

‘fufferihimn to marry.” 
| When 
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When he is intimate, or interefts 
himfelf in péople’s affairs, he takes great 
liberties, which renders him often im- 
‘pertinent,’ and frequently difagretable, 
Lord John almoft quarrelied’ with him 
the other.day. When he was gone, he 
aid to the Marquis, he was amazed he 
could fuffer his officioufnefs ; that, for 
«his own part, he always felt the greateft 
indignation rife in his mind againft 
thofe who think all good fenfe is includ- 
ed in the confines of their own brain! 
$6 Tf he cannot diveft himfelf, faid he, of 
his bad qualities, he fhould at leaft en- 
deavour to fkreen them from public no- 
tice. Why.will he have. others fuffer 
the chagrine ef his il]-humour, and that 
impertinent authority he affumes of cen- 
during all mankind! Does he think to 
eftablith his own merit by his {queamifh- 
nefs? Or does he propofe to pais his 
7 dictates 
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dictates for decifions, which are the pro* 
duce of his caprice and extravagance ?* 
The Marquis acknowledged his 
friend’s impetuofity of temper, but add- 
ed, as perfection is not the attribute of 
humanity, he would never quarrel with: 
any man for a fmallerrer occafioned by 
a preat virtue, as probity was his dif- 
tinguifhing charactertitic.. ** would ra-: 
ther prefer, faid he, the company of a 
man rough, and even unbred, who 
would tell: me his real fentiments, to the 
company of thofe men of art and dupli- 
city, who, under a falfe glofs of zeal, 
efteem, and frieaddhip, conceal a heart 
‘full of envy, hastnefs, and maligni- 
ty;. who do n& cultivate us for any. 
opinion they have of our good qua- 
lites, but in proportion as they believe: 
-us'adapted to their views and purpotes ; :: 
who: isin their abenHonty their civis 
A A lities,- 
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lities, and’ their refpect, by the degree 
which: they fuppofe we have ofthe fa- 
vour and confidence of thofe who can 
be ferviceable. to them 3;- and -who ceafe 
to fee or. know us in proportion as our: 
credit declines or Heirs advances. I was. 
I-was much pleafed at Sir John’s attack- 
ing Fanny the other evening, She. had 
been very lively, and had faid 2 thou- 
fand odd, good things, to the amufement 
of the company: he alone remained fi- 
lent.. After a little paufe he faid, he 
had been reflecting, that though it {eems: 
a paradox,. the more a woman abounds: 
in wit, the tefs reafonable,. and: com- 
monly lefs amiable the is;. yet ‘it is no 
lefs trwe,. for her bead is inftrumental to 
the corruption of her deart. Vivacity 
renders her inconftant, penetration pives 
her: artifice and. maligwancy,: and. ex- 
perience daily: proves that: %thofe wo- 

men 
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men who err moft, have more wit than 
others. It commonly alfo confers on 
them confidence, from the applaufe they 
meet; and there is no real beauty in 
woman in any thing which js not irradi- 
ated by modefty. 
My uncle afked Fanny what fhe 
thought of Sir John’s decifion. She 
an{wered, fhe thought it a very prudent 
one; for men, faid fhe, either admire 
beauty or wit in women. Now there is 
this confiderable difference between their 
merit, that they are never violently in- 
fluenced by beauty, unlefs it has weak- 
ened their reafon; nor can ever feel half 
the force of wit without their judgments 
ave found. For ‘as one muft have good 
eyes, and even artificial ones,  tele- 
{copes and microfcopes, to have a juft 
view of the works of nature; fo none 
but perions of good underftanding can 
find 
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find out the entire fenfe of a delicate 
thought. 

Sir John fmiled, and told her he flat- 
tered himfelf that his intellects, though 
weak, could enable him fufficiently to 
approve her wit and that in his per- 
fect fenfes he could admire her perfon ; 
but that he could not help ftil! obferv- 
ing, that ftrong reafon, and found judg- 
ment, were greatly to be preferred to 
vivacity ! and that ic would bea ftrange 
attempt to {et up wit and imagination in-- 
ftead of.reafon and judgment, fora judge 
and-umpire in matters of the greateft 
confequence ; which, however, he could 
not help obiervirg was fometimes the cafe 
with her ladyfhip : that if we attentively 
follow the progrefs of the underftand- 
ing we fhall be convinced, that thought 
always becomes imagination when it 
ceales: to be ‘yeafon, and that in the 

| point 
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“point one ends, the -other ‘begins, “Sir 
Henry Lotone and Sir Hugh Benfon, are 
‘two other of. our beaux. 
Sir Henry 1s remarkably on 
:and has a moft pleafing addrefs.—-—-He 
is’ lately returned from an embafty 
-abroad, which his bad-health would wot 
permit -him ‘longer to officiate.in. He 
sas untverfally confidered as a man of very 
sfuperior abilities. He does not affe&t to 
“fhine in converfation.: a man who fays 
excellent things in a humble manner, is 
only admired by rational people. For as 
smodefty. 1s the beft recommendation to 
great: minds, fo-it-is apt to prejudiec 
idittle ones, who miftake it for ignorance. 
Bot it-requires greater :{pirits: and art 
ythdn he-chufes to exert;'to- recommend 
wene'to: the multitude! ‘His: bad health 
proceeds from 2» difappoirtmént in love: 
a few 
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few men fuffer from this cafe I be- 
deve. - 

Sir Hugh Benfon’s time.is sane en- 
grofied by trifling amufements, and he 
makes that, which fhould only be the 
watertainment of a vacant —_ the oe 
bufinels of his life ! 

Is at not, my-dear ‘mother, to be la- 
mented, that this is by fartoo.common a 
cafe with perfons diftinguifhed by their 
birth, fortunes, and figure in the’ 
world? as if all the advantage they 
propofed by thofe fhining diftinctions, 

was only the privilege of leading idle 
uunmeaning lives, ufelefs to themfelves, 
and the community. 

He fuffers with impatience ihe mufic 
he pretends to hear with rapture—fand 
will not.even eat any thing he likes for 
the fake of eating in tefte. | 





It 
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It is frequently-obferved onthe rela~ 
tions: between the body. atid the foul, 
that very corpulent. perfons. have .com- 
monly no imagination, no fapacity,..no 
delicacy ‘of wit; they have only good 
fenfe:. When the degree of. corpulency 
is ‘prodigious, dulnefs nearly approaches 
ftupidity ; the .foul then appears. to be 
opprefied’ by redundancy.——This is 
ertainly the cafe, although the Mogul 
gots every year to weigh himfelf in-a 
balldnce, like an ox,—and his fubjects 
rejoice more in proportion as he becomes 
dfs capable of ‘governing them. Sir 
Hugh Benfon is very corpultnt in his 
perfon, yet affects the flutter of a macca- 
vont; Fanny fays he puts her in mind of 
¥tcing a cow frolickfome. Pliny’ {peaks, 
tf his: Natural Hiftory, of elt plrants that 

Wee tanghe | to dance on’ the ropes. All 
Niel 13 and: a oP 
co a of 
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ef delicacy, who have a juft difcern- 
ment: exceffive, or too elaborate civili- 
ties are troublefome, as over-ftrained 
haughtinefs is offenfive. Does not the 
preat art of pleafing, my dear mo- 
ther, confift in a happy medium be- 
twixt zoo little and too much, which dif- 
tinguifhes the well-bred man from the cox- 
comb, whois governed only by caprice ? 
Such is the Duke of Surry; and although 
he has been above thirty years married, 
there is no man, in my opinion, pof- 
fefles hiseafe, and elegance of manners : 
but I need not mention a circumftance 
to you which you already know fo well ; 
his Grace being univerfally acknow- 
ledged the geateeleft man in England. 

He is looked upon, I find, as a man 
of gallantry, but he does not triumph in 
his vices; for when he ftrays from the 
line of right, he takes care ftill to walk 

Vout, I. F in 
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in that of prudence. If prudence, as it is 
deemed by fome f{uperficial philofophers, 
be the pantheon of virtue, his Grace 
bids fatreft to be the moft perfect char- 
acter I ever heard of. 

He attends us conftantly to the opera; 
he is pafonately fond ef mufic. It has 
been the opinion of the beft philofophers, 
that the world is campofed of harmony, 
and there is mufic in the motion of the 
heavens, and our very fouls are fet to 
the fame tune; whence it is they are 
raifed and clevated, and all their facul- 
ties revive by the power of mufic. 

But although Italian mufic is exceed- 
ingly agreeable in itfelf, yet it has un- 
doubtedly had an unhappy effect upon a 
great part of the bean monde, who have 
been led by it entirely to give up the in- 
Kruétion of their underftandings, ‘to the. 
edification of their ears. Qur fenfes are 

- | never 
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never fo equally gratified as when our 
reafon has a fhare in the entertainment. 
There are many who imagine mufic is 
the only thing to be attended to at an 
opera ; not reflecting that there is an in- 
feparable connection between the beau- 
ties in the mufic and thofe in the poetry. 
Does not my dear mother think that 
the greateft beauty in dramatic mufic 
confifts in the expreffion, whether pro- 
duced by the movement of the parts, or 
lb the modulation of the harmony? Is 
it not that, which in mufic affects our 
paffions, when jointly adapted and appl- 
ed towards impreffing the imagination? 
And thus the united force of poetry and 
mufic exerting itfelf on the imagination, 
produces in the audience a ftronger per- 
ception than would arife from the ideas 
excited by mufic only. | 

Fa If 
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. Af this is granted, it is evident, that 
in the Italian operas we do not hear, 
in its perfection, that, for which 
alone they were introduced. .The reafon 
that fo few have had any tafte of the 
recitative mufic, may be eafily collect- 
ed from what I have taken upon me to 
hazard faying, fince it had nothing to re- 
commend it but the expreffion of the 
mufic, which is fo much loft to us. 
But were we familiar with this particular 
flyle, by having i it introduced to us with 
all the charms of Englith verfe, we fhould, 
no doubt, be greatly charmed with it. 
And as every fcene in an opera is not to 
reprefent the lover and his miftrefs, 1 
fhould humbly fuppofe the majefty of 
fome Enghth words will appear to be 
more agreeable to the mufic, as being 
more proper to the fubject, than the foft- 
nefs of the Italian, I am very apt to 

fuppofe 
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fuppofe there is a great connection be- 
tween the languages and manners of na- 
tions,—perhaps the Englifh language, 
or any of thofe under the polar /ky, are 
not fo well fuited to exprefs the paffion 
of love, as in climates where it is the 
reigning paffion. We have a ftrong in- 
ftance of this in Addifon’s Cato, which 
is full of fublime and noble thoughts, 
hardly equalled in any author, a coid 
love {cene excepted, which only proves 
it to have arifen from a phyfical caufe. 
But it may be queftioned whether this is 
a lofs to us or not. The Italians attri- 
bute to their hero an excefs of the paf- 
fion of love, which they think is the 
fupport of all his virtues and great qua- 
lities, inftead of reprefenting this excefs 
as a weaknefs into which he 1s drawn by 
too great a propenfity to pleafure. 

Es ‘Since 
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Since the reciprocal influence of ‘the 
manners and paffions are fo great, -it 
would be a ftudy worthy of a ftatef- 
man and a philofopher, to read the 
works of the love-painters of the differ- 
ent nations and ages of the world, and 
to compare their pictures ef that paflion 
with the manners of thofe nations and 
their governments. 

Romances, fo defpifed, and in gene- 
ral fo contemptible, may, after that en» 
quiry, be of infinite utility. If we may 
-credit Brantorie, one of the greateft ex- 
peditions of thofe modern times was 
-eaufed by ak amour.——Love and gal- 
lantry have frequently thrown whole 
countries into flames, and proved the 
‘real caufes of the war, very different 
from thofe affigned in manifeftos, in- 
fiructions, and inftruments, preferved ie 
the aschives of princes. 
“ = I hope, 
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{ hope, my dear mama, you will pre- 
vail on my fifter Hamilton to give me 
her real opinion of my opera: I atn 
afraid fome of the prelude-bafes are too 
long, efpecially when repeated+——For 
yeu have often told me pre!ude-bafes 
are only to bepin the fubject of the ait, 
and do not fhow dny compofition 
(which confifts in the union of parts ;) 
fo that if they are not artfully worked 
afterwards with the voice-part, they afe 
no proof of fkill, but only of invention. 

The Duke of Surry, though a man of 
very fuperior abilities, thinks it better 
to unbend in the hours of relaxation with 
women, (whom he confiders. only. as 
pretty toys,) than with the men, who 
migat be apt to talk faje, when he 
would only bear aoxkag. Nor 13 his 
Grace at all fingular; at prefeat men 
think it a neceflary ingredient io their 

EF 4 difcourfe 
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difcourfe to us, that ic fhould want 
every folid charm with which under- 
ftanding would inveft it; confequently 
any advantages that could arife from 
affociating with them is loft to us. 

We were laft night with the Duchefs 
at Venice Preferved: does not my 
dear mother think that the paffions are 
finely touched in it, though perhaps 
there is .fomething to be defired both in 
the foundation of them, and in the 
height and elegance of expreffion? I 
will not defend every thing in this play; 
‘but nature 1s there, which is the great- 
eft beauty, 

My aunt Bloom is really grown very 
whimfical; fhe miftakes the moft ab- 
furd proftitution of ftrong expreffions, 
upon trivial fubjects, for fublimity ‘of 
‘thought; and feerms to think a confent 
of paffion with the vulgar, would’ iim- 
ane pair 
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pait the dignity of her character; fhe 1s 
therefore continually finding fault with 
the prefent age, and diflikes almoft 
every woman fhe fees, if fhe’s young or 
handfome. Since we came to town, fhe 
will not condefcend to talk like other 
people, and feems afraid of being un- 
derftood, feeking the moft bombaft 
words to exprefs the moft fimple things. 
Our fervants muft have recourfe to inter- 
preters to decypher her commands. 

She is delighted with any ill-natured 
report. Isitnota fymptom of a de- 
praved heart to fufpect the moft indi- 


-ferent a¢tion to be criminal? Thofe 


people are not enough afhamed of ‘their 


own crimes, who have fo many blufhes 
.to fpare for the faults of others. She's 


_.forry—hopes in God it is not true,— 


me 


but 1s. refolved, in the mean time, .to 
give the flory its pafs, that at leaft, it 


may 
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may have fair play to take its fortune in 
the world. 

My uncle repeatedly tells her, but 
without effect, that the continual aver- 
fions of the mind are fymptoms of its 
indifpofition, as the diflike of food is a 
fign of the ill temperament of the body. 

Iwas going the other day to hirea 
French maid-fervant, who drefled hair 
remarkably well——-My aunt would 
not admit of it, becaufe fhe was a Roman 
Catholic. 1 took the liberty of remon- 
{trating to her, how convenient it would 
be to have a hair-dreffer in the houfe,— 
and affured her our faith was in no dan- 
eer; but her ideas ace fo confined that 
fhe would not hear of it. Is it not good for 
a ftate, my dear mother, that there fhould 
be different religions in it. The mem- 
bers of the tolerated religion commonly 
make themfelves more uieful to, their 
ca country, 
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country, than thofe of the eftablifhed 
religion ; becaufe being excluded from 
all honours, they can only render them- 
felves confiderable by their opulence, 
and are led to acquire it by their in- 
dufiry. 

My fiflers join me in beft affections 
to papa, and leveram, my dear mama, 
your obliged, 
and affectionate daughter, 
Susan Danvers. 
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From the Marqnic of Epsom, to: Sit 
Joun Botton. | 


DEAR BOLTON, 
AS you ate now going to Bath, t 
have a -requeft to make, the’ ex- 
écution of- which I know wil give you 
great 
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great pleafure, from your friendfhip for 
me. 

I have repined at you filence for (nie 
time paft, and yet would not come to 
an eclairciffement. Wow many uneafy 
minutes does our pride produce us! As 
perfons have become ftupid by imitating 
too affiduoufly the geftures of folly, 
fo have I become inconfiderate from 
falling in with the humour of my affo- 
ciates. But although I neglected your 
friendly counfels, I have been more 
weak than wicked, and more frail than 
culpable. Happy are thofe who go on 
for a time inadvertently, if, when they 
reflect, they find not reafon to reproach 
themfelves. 

You know Mifs ————, who is now 
at Bath, has lived with me for fixteen 
months, and I have every reafon to be- 
lieve her happinefs depends on the con- 

tinuation 
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tinuation of my paffion, which is xow 
no more. 1 feel fenfibly for what fhe muft 
fuffer; but it is abfolutely neceffary for 
my future plans our connection fhould 
be atanend. To fee grief painted on 
her fine face, or expreffed in her words, 
would. affect me very fenfibly; and I 
look forward to the uneafinefs fhe will 
fuffer on my account, with anguifh of 
heart. Itis with the utmoft concern I 
can.refolve to give pain to ane who de- 
ferves every thing from me. 

IT have out-lived my attachment for her, 
but I can never out-live the ‘/entiments. of 
humanity, which fhould never end but 
with Life itfelf. 

Will you, my dear iieix break this 
matter to -her with the greatcft gentle- 
nefs,. left it fhould wound her fenfibility. 
In a pecuniary way it cannot affect her.; 
I pendence her independent before -the 

lived 
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lived with me. As fhe was connected 
with Lord Filligree before me, I fhouid 
be acquitted at the tribunal of the world; 
but that is not fufficient for me! My 
feelings for her are yet too ffrong not to 
tincture my mind with difquietude, if 
my eftrangement fhould produce in her 
any fymptoms of defpair: and I mutt 
know her mind is reftored to tranqui- 
lity before I can deliver myfelf over to a 
new paffion, and before I can addrefs 
the woman I adore. True love, as it 
can never be infpired by any thing but 
‘the optnton of real merit, is ever found- 
ed more on the perfections of the mind, 
than the charms of the perfon: and it cae 
-never be wholly felf-interefted, as the fe- 
curmg the happinefs of the perfon be- 
faved is always one of the chief ends it 
propofes. I muft therefore know well: 
the fituation of my own heart, before f. 


can 


De, J 
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can hazard the happinefs of an amiable 
woman, by involving her in my extrava- 
LANCTES. | 

Are there not, my dear friend, feme 
fecret and unknown cafes, fome exqui- 
fice and fympathetic qualities, either 
mental or corporeal, which attract, by a 
fubtle and irrefiftible energy, certain 
perfons whom a congeniality of foul has 
formed to delight each other? There is 
a wide difference between heat of blood, . 
and the glowing ardour of a well regur~ 
lated affection; between the tumultuaryv 
ftarts and {allies of the animal fpirits, and 
the calm flame of love. The: l!aft, f 
think, I feel very fenfibly for Lady Ju= 
liana Danvers. To the greateft beau- 
ty and eleganee of perfon, fhe has the 
fineft underftanding, and the mroft 
exquiftte fenfibility: this quahty is 
not confined.to any particular attitude, 

| feature, 
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feature, or look, -but is diffufed alt 
ever her, and may be as perceptibly. 
difcerned in the movement of her-hand,: 
as in the changes of her.eye. 1 enjoy: 
the happinefs of fitting befide her, of re- 
garding. every alteration in her counte-. 
nance, and attending to the accents of 
her. tongue. 

But you mutt have perceived all this! 
J flatter myfelf fhe is not infenfible to 
my .filent homage; more truly flatter- 
ing than a volume of compliments. 

Love has no alliance with loquacity : 
wit and paffion are intirely inconfiftent— 
when the affections are moved.there is 
no room for the imagination ; and none 
“but narrow fouls find limits in love. | 

Ihave fhewn your friend Me. Otway 
call the attention in my power :-I do not 

believe he has a fault, excepathat of ap- 
peng wha be isnot. 2 60 | 

sets Born 
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Botn with fimplicity, courtefy, and 
a moderate underftanding ; if he had not 
pretended to fuperiority he had efcaped 
the mortification of feeing himfelf ridi- 
culous. Ido not imagine he can pro- 
fit by the opportunities the great con- 
nections his moncy affords him. 

Certain privileges are only fuited to 
particular characters, and can never 
produce any good effect, unlefs they de- 
rive their power from fome in-bred grft, 
and flow directly from the genuine 
fource of nature. 

There is nothing fo ridiculous as imi- 
tating others, in either what is incon- 
fiftent with our genius, or above our ca- 
pacities. Isit not as abfurd as to fee 
knives, axcs, {ciflars, and faws repre- 
fented in a metal (gold) which can 
bear no edge. Different abilities muft 
find different tafks. It was a very judi- 

Vou. I. G cious 
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cious obfervation of the Duke de Roche- 
foucault, that we never expofe ourfelves: 
from our rcal, but from our affected char- 
acter: for this reafon a man fhould al- 
ways confider his particular genius, and 
never let his vanity get the better of his 
judgment. Wycherly, one of the bet 
of our comic writers, left the drama, 
where he had acquired fo great and fo 
juft an applaufé, to write bad poetry : 
and Congreve, who will always be ef- 
teemed by thofe who have a polite tafte 
in comedy, could not forbear writing a 
tragedy hittle better than thofe of our 
worft writers. This leads me, my 
dear Bolton, to affure you, it was not 
from being iebriated in pleafures that 
prevented me from attempting (as you 
infinuated) to diftinguifh myfelf in Par-_ 
liament, but from a knowledge of mye 
deficiency of talents, And lef{ 1 thould 
: ~ happen 
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happen to fucceed no better than 4/0p’s 
afs in the fable, who, expofed himfelf to 
ridicule, by pretending to imitate the 
tricks of the lap-dog. 

Genius is like foil. When the Dutch 
began to form their vineyards at the 
Cape of Gocd-Hope, they procured 
plants from’ thofe cantons which enjoy- 
ed the greateft reputation for their vines; 
but after many fruitlefs attempts to pro- 
duce, at the extremity of Africa, the 
wines of Burgundy and Champagne, 
they applied to rearing the plants tranf- 
ported from Spain, the Canaries, and 
the Levant, where the climate is more 
analagous to the Cape. | | 

Indifference for the efteem and appro- 
bation of men is commonly a fecret 
reproach of confcience, which does itfelf 
juftice, but finds itfelf worthy of it. 


G2 Tully 
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Tully fays, © it was the concurrent 
approbation of the good’, the uncorrupt- 
ed applaufe of the wife, that animated 
the moft generous purfuits of the an- 
cient Greeks and Romans.” They who 
have loft the fear of being contemned, 
moft gencrally deferve to be fo. And 
he who can acquiefce in another’s think- 
ing meanly of him, betrays an equal 
want of regard for him, and of refpect to. 
himfelf. With this view, my dear friend, | 
I acquaint you with my fentiments. 
Were I of mean extraétion, to fail either 
in a public reputation, or private virtue,— 
the difgrace attending it would only de 
bocal: but if one of my high rank, ‘de- 
generates from the fteps of his anceftors, 
he not only ftains the honour of his 
pedigree, and makes no progrefs, but 
alfo Oe what is already acquired. 7 





The 
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The great and virtuous actions of pro- 
genitors look. with a two-fold afpec& 
upon their pofterity ; for when the vices 
or weaknefs of the latter appear in the 
fame degree of oppofition with the merits 
of the firft, the praife of the father be- 
comes a fatire upon the fon, and that 
title which was the glory of one, turns 
to a fevere libel upon the other. 

I depend not on the applaufe of 
the vulgar; fuch, indeed, by deviat- 
ing from the political fenfe of words, 
have their fight ftrangely dazzled by 
iooking up at things, though ever fo 
little above them. They are apt enough, 
though perfons of tolerable good fenie, 
if i in middle life, to be deceived in their 
notions of peop.e of a certain rank, who, 
like other idols, are worfhipped—be- 
caufe they are uot kuocca, The title of 
Lard conveys to perfons, without re- 

G 2 ficction, 
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flection, a fuperiority in natural en- 
dowments, as well as fortune; it not 
only gives a fanction to all the filly 
things that a Lord himfelf may utter, 
but, fuch is the power of nobility, it 
elevates them into fex/e; and the incon- 
fiderate judges conclude, ‘ 7t is not he 
that nods, but they that dream.”’——With 
fuch only has the talents of your friend 
any chance of receiving fuffrage,——an 
applaufe his mind ts fuperior to being 
flattered by. And too often, by aim- 
ing at things above us, we lofe thofe 
which are our undoubted right. I fhatl 
smpatiently wait your anfwer, and am 
ever, with great efteem, 
dear Bolton, 
yours to command, 


Epsom, 


LET- 
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From Sir Jonn Botton, Baronet, to 
the Marquis of Epsom. | 


Bath. 


MY DEAR LORD, 

OU know well my opinion of wo- 

men 7 general, and of your late mif- 
trefs in particular, which led me to re- 
monftrate to you upon that fubject, as I 
plainly faw your reafon was bubbled by 
your affection : but I foon found how 
“Anavailing it was, remained filent, and 
formed this conclufion from that ad- 
venture : that to undertake the cure of a 
lover, is perhaps the next weaknefs to 
the being one. 

The paffion of love is a pretty amufe- 
ment, I grant you, for the Jeart; but wher 
once it gets up into the dead, it is dan- 

G 4 gerous 
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gerous indeed. Not but its effects are dif: 
ferent, in different conftitutions; though 
perhaps a fpecies of madnefs in all, 
Its effence is made up of contradictions, 
and there is nothing / great, or fo mean, 
that it will not attempt. In the breaft 
of the hero it is many times an incite- 
ment to virtue, or fomething that looks 
very much like it. In little fouls it 
creeps, and fawns, and lies, and be- 
trays. 

Love is no longer a pleafure than 
when it is a jeft. To love, and to be 
in love with any thing, are things 
as different as good fenfe and imper-. 
tinence. When we once go beyond 
bare liking, we are in danger of part- 
ing with good fente; In confequenee 
of this, fome time ago, I followed-the 
advice of Cicero; I divided it, and fup- 
parted my. politics by a change of obs’ 

ject ; 
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jects like a king of Perfia, who, to 
weaken the current of the Ganges, cut 
this river into {mall ftreams: but after 
having tried all forts of pleafures, found, 
by experience, that all enjoyments ate 
productive of pain, in proportion as they 
are exquifite, therefore refolved’ to lead 
a more regular life; and my fcheme has 
been to infure happinefs by the conftant 
and diligent avoidance of fatiety. How- 
ever difficult this may be at firft, yet 
perfeverance will infure us fuccefs at laft. 
very congueff, over our paffions, will 
facilitate an eafier one ; cuftom is equally 
forcible to bad and good. Nature will be 
always at variance with reafon, but will - 
rebel more feebly as the is oftney fub- 
dued. To know how {candalousdome 
engagements are, we muft confider them 
in others, Self-love is a kind of veil 
at covers the ignominy of thofe pats - 


. fens 
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fions that are dear to us. In drawing 
the picture of thofe who have the fame 
follies, we may conclude we are not 
more favourably treated. When con- 
viction is prefent, and temptation out 
of fight, we do not eafily conceive how 
any reafonable being can deviate from 
his true intereft, ‘The whole foul yields 
itfelf then to truth, and readily deter- 
mines to do what, when the time of ac- 
tion comes, will be at laft omitted. Iwas 
lately much pleafed with a fable I 
met with. ‘* A cat having devoured a 
favourite bird, over-heard her miftrefs 
threatening death the moment fhe could 
find her ! In this diftrefs the prefer- 
ed g,prayer to Jupiter, vowing if he 
WwW deliver her from her prefent dan- 
ger, that never while fhe lived, would 
She eat gsother bird. A bat foon after 
mot invitingly flew into the room, 


upon 
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upon pufs purring in the window.—The 
difficulty was how to act upon fo tempt- 
ing an occafion: appetite prefled hard on 
the one fide, and the vozw on the other. 
-—At length a diftinction removed all 
difficulties, by leading her to this deter- 
mination, that as a bird, it was an une 
lawful prize, but as a moufe fhe might 
con{cientioufly eat it.” Such is human 
nature. Hannibal, who overcame at 
Canna, was enflaved by pleafure at Ca- 
pua. Among the Lacedemonians, when- 
ever a man violated his promife, they 
never punifhed him for it, but the wo- 
man he loved. Senfible of this truth, 
and my own frailty, I conducted my- 
{elf according to the advice of Bacon, 
«© He that endeavours (fays he) to free 
himfelf from an ill habit, muft not 
change too much at a time, left he 
fhould be difcouraged by difficulty, nor 
Mig? la 
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too little, for he then would make but 
flow advances.” This great tafk I have 
heppily accomplifhed.—I am now maf- 
ter of my time, my fentiments,——in 
fhort, 1 am now mafter of myfelf! and 
Iam convinced, did we take the fame 
pains to get rid of our paffions as to di/- 
guile them——we fhould find a cure for 
them. Not that I am of the opinion of 
thofe who are for driving the tender paf- 
fions from the human breaft. They 
are all of ufe; and, under proper regula- 
tions, have aright to be heard. They 
{mooth and temper the rough and fiercer 
ones, (which perhaps are by far the 
more mifchievous of the two,) intro- 
duce thofe friendly and benign fenfa- 
tions, which ferve to correct our very 
wirlues 3 and by relaxing, or foftening 
the movements we have in common 
with other machines, pour all the pow- 

ers 
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ers of harmony through the foul. /irb 
them we are fometimes more than human; 
without them favages. 

Your paffion for Lady Juliana Dan- 
vers docs you honour; would I were 
equally happy! I fhould have anfwer- 
ed that part of your letter concerning 
which you were fo much interefted firft, 
but have not yet feen Mifs —:I 
go there in half an hour. I honour 
your goodnefs of heart ; how different is 
the conduct of moft others?—when a 
man difcards his miftrefs, hatred fuc- 
ceeds, and the object entirely changes : 
the few beauties that remain in her are 
obfcured, elegance becomes deformity, and 
by a kind of prodigy, /atred degrades an 
objet, as much as Jove exalts it; and, 
like wicked Ammon, “ the hatred cubere- 
with be hateth her, is greater than the love 
wherecuith he has loved her.” 





~ " Phave 
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I have feen Mifs , I congra-. 
tulate you moft heartily ; fhe fets out for: 
the German Spa with her old lover to-. 
morrow morning: | had no océafion to 
open my embafly to her, for fhe ac- 
quainted me of her intention immedi- 
ately, laughed heartily at your credulity, 





and ironically faid, fhe was afraid your 
Lordfhip would commit fome rath act, 
on her account. | anf{wered, that I bes 
lieved few die for love now-a-days, un- 
lefs we may properly affert, that when 
love dethrones reafon, though it leaves 
the Lover alive, it deftroys his better part. 
Were your prefent elevated paffion 
out of the queftion, 1 fhould not de- 
plore your lofs, who by /ofag your mif- 
trefs would, by that means, have res 
covered your felf. 
I am now, my good Lord, once 
more. going to hazard being officious 3 
but 
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but *I do not love my friend (fays 
Seneca) if I fear to offend him.” If I 
take too great a liberty, recollect there 
are few fo generous as to rifk lofine the 
friendfhip of a perfon they regard, ra- 
ther than fee him take a falfe ftep. I 
have already told you, I honour the ob- 
jet of your paffion——but I hope no 
caufe whatever will prevent you from 
making that figure in life which you are 
capable of, if you chufe to exert your-« 
felf, or thought yourfelf fufficient for. 
You are too humble refpecting vour 
own talents. There are many people in 
the world who, onc might imagine, 
have reafon to accuie nature of partiali- 
ty in her diftribution of fenfe, when, 
intruth, their own negligence is the on- 
ly caufe of their want of information. 
Natural fenfe may be improved into 
great facility of comprehenfion, a found 
: judg- 
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judgment, and, at laft, an enlightened 
underftanding. But this can never be 
affected without a laborious perfeve- 
rance; as it fs impoffible to attain 
the end, without labouring through 
the means. Rules are beft learned by 
time, and ftudy affords art to the mean- 
eft capacity. | 

It. is an obfervation of fome cele~ 
brated writers, that no one ts born with- 
mut a capacity; but that the ftupidity 
of men is owing to nothing elfe but neg 
leé&t of. proper difcipline and education 
in their youth, which gives an oppor- 
tunity of contracting the moft unto« 
ward habits. There is not a foible 
that. may not be corrected by refolute- 
application. ‘The rational brutes fhew 
uswhat effect difcipline has upon them. 
The anfinct of dogs carries them im- 
pewibuily in purfuit of their game; and 

Fs yet 
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yet one can teach a dog to ftand .at the 
{cent of a partridge. © We bring the 
moft unruly horfe to fuffer himfelf to be 
mounted. They are broke for the 
manepe, for war, and other exercifes 
very difficult to learn. A mind faga-. 
cious in the fmalleft degree, eafily folves 
certain abftraét queftions with which it 
has been converfant for fome time. 

It is then furprifing to think how rea- 
dily it gives the folution of them, not-» 
withftanding the numberlefs obftacles 
which oppofe its progrefs. On the con- 
trary, if you propofe to a genius of the 
firft clafs a queftion, which may be 
folved with little difficulty, and about 
which he has been little converfant, he 
will heficate tke @ dunce. 

Newton, whofe fagacious mind (dar- 
ed to heaven with a bold and rapid 
flight, and difcovered the fyftern of the 
> Vou. I H wniverfe, 
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univerfe, was as ignorant in religious 
matters, as any among the vulgar; and 
it is certain they who apply themfelves 
to the ftudy of enigmas, unravel them 
much more readily than the moft fubtle 
philofophers. Your Lordfhip has ad- 
mirable good fenfe, and only requires a 
little application to enable you to make a 
fhining figure in life. 

If we aim at nothing more than the 
acquifition of little agreeable talents, the 
foul remains confined within that narrow 
circle of little things. I grant, that a 
great man to be agreeable ow, muft 
put on the appearance of frivolity. It 
is demanded of the moft fublime ta- 
lents to be amiable, and that: by the help 
of arbitrary graces, the acquifition of 
‘which requires time. But we muft take. 
care this does not lead us too far! ‘It 
requires a fuperior ftrength of mind, not 

oi 
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to be dragged along by the torrent of 
bad example, and not be feduced fo acs 
quire an eafy merit, inftead of that 
which cofts fo much labour; and to 
neglect that tafte for virtue which re- 
quires fo much culture, and not to be 
more afraid of the imputation of ridi- 
cule, than of the reproaches of vice. 
There are many noble fubjects of en- 
quiry which well deferve our attention. 
The defire of knowledge is the ftrongeft 
in the nobleft minds ; but comparative- 
ly fmall is the progrefs that a man ts ca- 
pable of making by his own unafiifted 
ability, within the fhort compafs of the 
prefent life; and therefore be his abil- 
ties ever fo great, he will need the 
affiftance of others, and ought to be 
very thankful for it. We muft indeed 
‘make ufe of our own reafon, but we 
ought alfo to take in all the helps and 
H 2 advan- 


100 LETTER XI. 


advantages we can get; and he that is 
careful to improve thofe helps which 
are afforded him, and who, without. fub- 
mitting implicitly to the judgment and 
opinion of others, endeavours to make 
the beft ufe he can of their labours and 
ftudies, as well as of his own thoughts, 
is in a far more likely way of improv- 
ing his knowledge, than he, who, from 
a vain confidence in his own judgment, 
defpifes and rejects thofe helps. A man 
of this kind was Epicurus, who boafted 
all his knowledge was of his own ac- 
quiring. 

You have often alledged, that the fa- 
culties of the mind depend upon phyfi- 
cal caufes; and that therefore yours, 
from your extreme delicacy, mwuft. be 
deficient : but were I to admit of this 
in. its utmoft fignification, Mr. Locke 
fasac. we reafon much better and with 

more 
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more perfpicuity, when we obferve only 
the connection of proofs, without me- 
thodizing our thoughts, or robnIng them 
into fyllogifms. 

..Speculative learning is of no farther 
odie than to form us for action. The fcene 
“of life is fhort and full of bufinefs, and we 
have no time to wafte in argument and 
fophiftry; all the cavilings of the 
{chools are idle and fuperfluous: they 
crowd the fead, but do not mend the 
heart. 1 have been always fonder of that 
kind of ftudy, which may beft fupply 
contemplation with hints for the a@¢ono- 
my of common life. The moft elabo- 
rate theory inftructs but imperfectly, 
and would be but of very little ufe toa 
mari’ who would never practife. As to 
poffefs theoretically the rules of the art 
of mufic, would be of very little advan- 
tage to one who was not a proficient ; 

H 3 the 


-_ 


102 LETTER XI. 


the fame may be faid of all the arts, de- 
pendent upon the human mind. How 
many are there who cannot think at all, 
but are ever chained down to imitation, 
never doing any thing but what they 
have feen done before, nor faying any 
thing but what they have heard faid, as 
if endowed with inftinct only, and en- 
tirely deftitute of judgment! Yet thefe 
very men are blind, in point of their 
own merit, and dupes to themfelves ; 
they remain perfectly well fatisfied with 
indiffcrent talents, and envy not thofe of 
others. 

The wifeft man (he who has been ef- 
teemed fuch) countenances your Lord- 
fhip’s modefty. He knew nothing. My opi- 


nion, however, is contrary to that of So- 


crates; I efteem it the part of a philofo- 


pher never to own himfelf ignorant of any 
thing, In thisworldwe may generally pafs 
for 
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for what we pleafe: few take the trouble 
of analizing fubjects ; and fewer ftill will 
take it upon themfelves to deny you area 


very fenfible man, efpecially if they 
have it from fuch good authority as 
Jourfeyf : | 

But to be ferious, my good Lord, let 
us leave it to our enemies to difcover 
our deficiencies. Socrates’s faying ar- 
gued no humility, he knew he would 
not be believed; it was like a rich man of 
my acquaintance who continually ftuns 
you with his poverty, knowing well it 
will not burt bis credit. It was affecta- 
tion in the philofopher ; very often, to 
avoid one error, we fall into another, and 
find reproach where we expected applaufe. 
It may be wrong to affect falfe praife, to 
feek commendation from actions that 
merit it not; but fo likewife is it to de- 
fraud ourfelves of the honour due to us : 


H 4 and 
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and to be indifferent towards an ap- 
plaufe, to which our application has 
the jufteft claim. 

Dr. Johnfon fays, ‘in every art we 
may gain praife, though we have not 
made all poffible advances in it; and it 
feldom happens, that he who aims at 
the top, is not able to reach beyond the 
middle point.” 

It was a faying of one of the philofo- 
phers, ‘* that every one ought to do 
fomething in the world to fhew they had 
been in it.” I hope your Lordfhip 
will take the fubject of this letter into 
your confideration, and not wafte your 
youth ina liftlefs inactivity. There 
is 2 maxim in France, never to pro- 
mote officers whofe patience hath lan- 
guifhed in fubaltern offices ; they regard 
them as perfons whofe underftandings 
are {irgitened by a narrow {phere of ac- 

tion, 
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‘tion, and who, accuftomed to little 
things, are become (like women) inca- 
pable of greater. The fight, or pupil 
of the eye is wide or narrow as the ob- 
ject it is ufed to look upon are great or 
fmall, near, or at a diftance; fo the 
mind 1s enlarged or contracted by the 
exercife of thoughts, and according to 
the nature of the things with which it is 
intimately converfant. Believe me to 
be, with the great attachment, and 
unfeigned regard, 


your humble fervant, 


Joun Botton, 


LE T- 
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From the Countefs of DANVERS, to 
Lady Hami.ron. 


MY DEAR DAUGHTER, 

HAVE the pleafure to tell you 

your father is rather better, Your 
fitters are gone to London, accompanied 
by my brother the General, and Mrs. 
Bloom. 

You may believe I do not depend 
much upon my fifter, but greatly upon 
the good fenfe of Sufan and Juliana; I 
make no doubt but they will do credit 
to their petite Mere, as they ufed to call | 
you, although only fix years older than 
the eldeft. I very readily acknow- 
ledge my obligations to you, and am 
convinced they acquired more from 
you than myfelf. Girls are apt, con- 

trary 
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trary as it may feem to rezfon, to be 
more influenced by the opinion of 
young people of their own age, than by 
that of perfons whofe experience cer- 
tainly gives them a better right to form 
judgments ; but they have a fort of na- 
tural repugnance in being dictated to, 
even by thofe who have an authority to 
doit; and as age gives a fuperiority, 
every thing that ‘comes from it carries a 
fort of air of prefcribing, which they 
are furprifingly inclined to reject. I 
have fent you an Englifh opera of Su- 
fan’s compofing, and fhall be glad of 
your opinion of it: I have no opportu- 
nity of judging of it myfelfat prefent. I 
have defired my daughter to have mufic 
frequently at home, and to perform in 
concert: fhe affures me Fanny has avery 
great turn for it; but will not apply; 
you know fhe will never be taught .any 

thing= 
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—and yet feems. to know evety thing 
by: intuition. Her turn for defigning 
is furprifing ; yet whatever fhe does is 
contrary to. all rules. I have often 
thought her fifter’s great proficiency in 
mufic difcourages her attempt to emulate 
her excellency, as yours did Sufan; 
but that is no part of Fanny’s character, 
She cares not how much every one 
excels her,—-—After Sufan has been 
finging with a wonderful execution, 
having a clear foprauo voice, a pure 
intonation, and a fine fhake; and that 
Juliana has been captivating her hear- 
ers, by her tender expreffion, which 
infenfibly touches the heart; Fanny 
laughs at them both, and warbles 
forth her wild notes like the un- 
taught nightingale: her ftyle is’ pe- 
culiar, and: pleafes: what 1s natural at 
leaft cannot offend. She has an excel- 

lent 


LETTER XII. tog 


lent fhake, a good expreffion, and faci- 
lity of executing and articulating rapid 
and difficult divifions, that is aftonifhing. 
I have already told you of Mademoifelle 
le Reillet ; I fhall have great pleafure in 
making you acquainted : except in mu- 
fic, I know nothing in which fhe does 
not equa! you; judge then of my opi- 
nion of her. 

She has juft finifhed a very fine pic- 
ture.——-The fubject is the noble beha- 
viour of Sir Philip Sidney to a common 
foldier in equal diftrefs. After having 
received his death’s wound on the field 
of battle, being faint with excefs of 
bleeding, he called for drink, which 
was immediately brought him; but as 
he was putting the bottle to his mouth, 
he faw a poor foldier carried along, who 
had been wounded at the fame time, 
wifhfully cafting up his cyes to the 

bottle : 
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bottle: Sir Philip took it frorh his own 
mouth before he drank, and delivered 
it to the poor man, faying, * thy necef- 
fity is yet greater than mine.” Made- 
moifelle le Reillet has reecived every in- 
ftruction from able mafters, but they 
alone who have been infpired at their 
birth with fome portion of that hea- 
venly fire which was ftolen by Prome- 
theus, are capable of excelling in this 
fine art. , 

As foon as you are perfectly recover- 
ed, and that the weather is good enough 
for travelling, we fhall expe to fee 
you, and hope you'll bring all your 
little ones with you. My Lord joins 
me in beft wifhes to Sir Henry, and Co- 
lone! Danvers, if with you; and I ever 
am, my dear daughter, 
| your affectionate mother, 


W. Danvers. 
LET- 
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From Lady Hamirton, to the Count- 
efs of Danvers. 


Hamilton-Lodge. 

MY DEAR MAMA, 
Y] MOST fincerely rejoice in my dear 

father’s finding any relief from his 
complaints. Nothing but my fituation 
could ha¥€ prevented us fo long from 
coming to Danver’s Place. I hope 
in fome months time to enjoy that hap- 
-pinefs—to embrace a dear father and be- 
loved mother I owe every thing to. My 
child is ftill at the breaft: I am quite 
of the opinion of Queen Blanche, of 
Caftile, mother of St. Lewis, who com- 
plained bitterly of a lady who gave the 
little Lewis her breaft (when the Queen 
was indifpofed) that any one should pre- 
fume 





mz LETTER. Xi. 


fume to divide with her the rights of a mo- 
ther, Inever fee my little girl, but.J 
think fuch were the tender fentiments, 
the {weet anxieties, that my beloved mo- 
ther felt for me; for though you only 
condefcended to honour me with that 
name, by what means can I cvince my 
affection to my own off-{pring, but by 
thofe you fhewed me and my brother. | 

The Colonel is in this part of 
the country recruiting: every body is 
charmed with him, and my dear Henry 
perfectly doats on him: he is no lefs 
pleafed with my hufband and my little 
ones. I find Sir Henry by nature is 
open and liberal to excefs. I muft take 
care, without his being confcious of it, 
to be a gentle check upon his bounteous 
fpirit; I mean only fo far as it regards 
myfelf, for in every other point his ge- 
nerofity is regulated by prudence, 

| Tam 
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“I am much obliged for the muficyoy 
‘fent me from: ‘Ttaly. You ‘afk my opt 
‘nion of the ©pera of ———; “compet 
‘ed by Slady Sufan. In obediétive to 
your: comtaands I obey, thétgl: cotift. 
dent how nmuch I muft hazard'i in doing 
ir The fymphonies in many places 
feem to me-to be perplexed, and: not 
made to purfue any fubjeét -or point. 
The overturé of ——-— ought to be 
gréat and noble;:inftead of which I find 
wonly'a hurry of infruments, not .proper 
‘(in my humble. opinion,):.and’ without 
vany. defigh 57 and’ d: am - afraid 2rregu- 
‘lar: ee as: far' as I-can 
mOOnCeIVe, Soe ade r 
> Bhedlattair of —-—- begins: too pen 
sSeysifor the words... -It is. in-D fharp, 
ofrommwhich it-yaries: {in - -gnother-naoxe- 
menkof time). to, B.fat 3d, apd £: 
DP ein t0,, ‘the: ; fun. key, 
Vor. I. "either 
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either flat or tharp.——This being one 
continued air (though in two movements 
of time) is it allowable? IT am fure it is 
not ufual: for though the paffage is na- 
tural, the clofing in that manner is, 
I believe, always difallowed. | 
I think the words in general natural- 
ly enough exprefled, and in fome 
places pathetically; but, my dear ma- 
ma, have you not inftructed me, that 
this is not the whole myftery of fetting, 
and that it is as poflible to exprefs words 
naturally and pathetically in a very 
faulty compofition, as it is to hit a like- 
pefs in a bad picture ? 
If the mufic, without the words, 
‘does not prove itfelf by the rules of 
‘gompofiticn, which relates to the 
-harmony and motion of different notes 
at the fame tame, the notes in the 
finging parts will not fufice, though 
they exprefs the words ever fo naturally. 
Is 
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"ts not this ‘properly the art of compofi- 
‘tlon, in which there is room to fhew 
‘admirable fkill, abftraéted from the 
‘words, and in which the rules for the 
“union of founds are a kind of fyntaxis, 
‘from which no one is allowed to err? 
Tam very far, however, from agreeing 
with one of ‘the French muficians, who 
tindertook to turn a gazette into an 
‘opera, without its being difcovered. 
‘| never was more out of conceit with 
smufic than at orefent; Sir Henry keeps 
'a band at a great expence, with a view 
‘etitirely to picafe me: and they muft 
furely be of a very churlith difpofition 
‘who are not plcafed, where a manifeft 
‘defire to oblige is confpicuous in every 
“word and action, Ihave laid it down 
“asa Tule, never to appofe fo good, fo 
‘Kind a hufband, in any inftance where- 
‘in 4 do at think a eyes duty: re- 
ae “P2* c+ -. ‘qtttres 
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quires me, otherwife I fhould-undoube- 
edly difapprove of it; as the very 
teat expences he. is entered into ip 
fearch of a coal, which (he is flattered) 
is on his .cftate, confiderably leflens our 
_<dncome. My amiable fifter, Mifs Ha- 
milton, is not at prefent with me: her 
engaging wit, joined to the moft pleaf- 
ing charms of converfation, and the po- 
Jitenefs of her manners, always equally 
{weet and graceful, procure her as many 
admirers as bebolders. 

She will attend me to Danvers Place. 
J am tenderly attached to her, and 
therefore tremble for ber fate in life: 
difpofed to think favourably of every. 
.body, fhe knows neither fufpicion nor 
Arfiruft. Itis by ber own fincerity fhe 
judges of others. What rule of judg- 
mept.can, be more deceitful than this’ ; 
to. sage others by the beft heart in the» 

oo world. 
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World. Iwas quite low for a few days 
after fhe left Hamilton Lodge; but we’ 
can have but one friend to fhare our 
heart, to‘whom we can haveno refource, 
and whofe lofs is irreparable.—Such was 
thy feparation from my dear mama, 
when I’ quitted you at Paris ; although 
under the protection of the man IL 
loved, what did’ I not fuffer? Bidding 
adieu tomy more than parent, who had 
kindly lavifhed fo much’ tendernefs, 
goodnefs, and attention on me; and: 
who had directed my very thoughts for: 
fifteen years. Indeed, my beloved ma- 
dam, my heart overflows with pratitude,. 
refpect, and veneration for you; and’ 
my fenfations will never be lefs lively? 
I'feélt,‘atthe inftant I left you, as if f° 
every could have fucrificed my beloved: 
Henry Bimfelf ‘rattier than leave you.” 
An. agtecable acquaintance isi farther’ 

ae 13 neceflary 


m8 WlhTFER :XEN: 
neceflary to. us than as it contributes to 
enliven folitude,.and obtains-a preference 
to others: merely by comparifon, and is 
a lofs eafily fupplied : but your abfence 
} muft ever lament, and my diftance 
from you. My fitters have all written. 
to me; in the midft of their London 
amufements they have reniembered me,. 
which is really more than I expected. 
from Lady Fanny; but I always told 
you, my dear mama, that her extreme 
gaiety and playfulnefs were not fo much 
to be feared as you apprehended « is. it 
mot accompanied with. the tendereft and 
beft heart > 
I. have been always. very” candid 
with ‘Lady Sufan concerning her com 
pofitions ; and as I ever made jt.a 
point-to be perfectly fincere with. -thete. 
dear fifters. of my heart, I flatter my-, 
felf fhe will. continue. ber indulgence ta 
| muy 
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my freedom; perhaps F have been too 
oficious, but fhe will. pardon'me, ‘fince 
E have been’ only reprefenting’ ‘to ‘her 
what I fuppofe may have been her own 
thoughts fince upon it. pe ee 

Tam very glad your health continues 
fo good : you talk of twenty years back 
as if they were fo many months : twenty 
years would be a century in your life; 
mmilefs you calculate according to the 
Egyptian chronology, and reckon each 
new moon for a year. 1 flatter myfelf my 
father and your Ladyfhip will. returh 
‘with us-‘to Scotland: we have a -moft 
delightful feat, and I may ttuty fay, 
nothing is wanting: to my happinefs 
(as I have-already faid) but yotr pre- 
fence: { regretted much Sir’ Henry’s 
apprelienfions - ahd tendernefs for ‘me, 
iitduced: ‘hiny “not to contitiué our 
| jaunt with ‘you to Ttaly :° you"! were 
‘ L4 to 
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Jo. kind .as: write me -a.particular:ace: 
count of what pleafed you moft.. When. 
you favour:us with your company, you 
will perhaps fee fome things alfo worthy: 
of your ebfervation; | fhall only men- 
tion one to you,. the chapel of Roflin, 
which in fome old writs is called Rof-: 
kelyn* :———-It is near Edinburgh, fi- 
tuated on a rifing-ground, charmingly: 
beautified with wood, water, and rocks;. 
the Efk gliding along the weft and fouth 
foot of the hill; fome trees below ruft- 
line their: boughs acrofs the purling. 
ftream ; others aloft waving their curle” 
ing tops in the clouds; and the flinty 
rocks getting out. here and there be-. 
tween the. :trees,  fhew their ragged 
forms:.and. depending heads, and ferve 
ta complete the delightfully variegated: 
WA word in the Erfe language, fignifying 7 glen, 
| ca ll all of. tre fituation of thé places"! 72. 
0 land{cape : 


a 
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lanid{cape :—--—a place formed by nature: 
for heavenly contemplation. The 
church-yard is furrounded' with a 
good wall of ftone, on the north-fide 
of which you enter by a door, whofe 
pilafters and architrave are adorned 
with fculpture of flower-work. On the’ 
middle of the architrave is placed a 
{tone cut into an equilateral triangle, 
on which are carvings refembling net- 
work ; no doubt there have been other 
ornamental: {tones placed on each fide 
of this. triangle, and perhaps on the top 
of it, which is a little flat, as there are 
fome fuch ftones, refembling pieces of 
Jefler pillars, or {pires,. lying. at the foot 
of this entry into the church-yard. 

The chapel 1s all of free-ftone, and is 
reckoned: one of the moft curious pieces 
of old Gothic workmanfhip in Furopey 
having on the north fide twelve: turrets, 

mi se or" 


wz «=O BB TT CE:R’ SI. 
or fpires;‘ feven lower atifag: on ‘the 
face of the outer wall, and five higher 
arifing from the top of it, and plac+ 
ed exactly: behind an equal number 
of the lower; the other two. of which 
are placed nigh and at the eaft end of 
the wall, making up the nosth part of 
the outfide of the altar, The lower 
and higher fpires are united by two 
fhort fegments of an arch, a long feg- 
ment pafling from each higher fpire to 
the top of the inner wall. .Upon each: 
of thefe fpires, both lower and higher, 
there are feveral niches for ftatues; but 
there are none in them at prefent, 
However. the pedeftals are ftill extant, 
curioufly.cut out isto antique and gro- 
tefque figures in baffo reliewo;. fuch. as 
an old man with a beard,:in a pofture as 
af callecting his ftrength, with the bead. 
wppermott ii: aban with ‘the foet.up- 
Ta permoft ; 
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permed ;. a: fax carrying off a: -goofe,, 
anda man pulling hard to take the 
prey: fram the fex; a monkey or 
babeon, amd -.one of them. here and 
there. hugging a puppy in. its bofom; a 
cat, &kc. &e. , 

There are five large arched windows: 
below. in the outer wall, with: a pillar. 
er.column, rifing in the middle of each,. 
and waving to the top of the arch in ya-. 
rious fhapes, fame-circular, others femi- 
circular, &c. fo that not one waving om 
the top of a pillar is like another. » 

_.AH thefe windows are finely carved 
even on the outfide,’ particularly on the 
arches with foliage, &c.. having miches 
on the jambs, in which. probably there: 
have been ‘ftatues. formerly, the pedef- 
vals: of which are Rill remaining. | 
~2 IF here iave’ five Jeffer arched ' windows 
- above, reaching almoft to. the tap of the. 
e ERE ner 
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innerwall, which appear to have’ had & 
pillar i in the middle of each. 
On the eaft end, or altar, there are’ 
five lower f{pires, with niches for ftatues, 
all adequate to thofe cf the fame model’ 
on the north fide, with four large win-’ 
dows; a pillar raifed in the middle of 
each, as in the’ windows below in the’ 
north fide, but differing from thofe in. 
the various wavings on the tops of the: 
arches, as well as from each other. 
The pedeftals on which the ftatues have 
been placed, are all curioufly wrought’ 
in fculpture of antique and grotefque 
figures in daffo relievo, varying from one’. 
another,. and from thofe on the north > 
fide. =. . 
The fouth fide is cxa@ly the fame 
with the north, as to the number and’ 
proportion of {fpires and windows ; in the 


many ornaments of which ftill the fame: 
wild 
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‘wild agreeable variety 1s.moft. carefully 
obferved. There are fpouts at proper 
diftances :for letting the rain run down 
-from the roofs, cut into various fhapes, 
as the body of a lion, the head of an 
old man,.&c. 

The high roof is arched, and well 
covered with flag-ftones.—-The entry in- 
to this grand and facred ftructure is by 
two doors, one on the fouth, the other 
on the north fide: no perfon can enter 
into it, who has any reflection, without 
being {truck with reverential awe at its 
auguft appearance. tis decorated-with 
pillars which delight the eye by a va~ 
riety of afpects, and which have had 
their invention from good perfpective, 
Tufean, Rufti¢, Doric, Ionic, Corinthi- 
an, and the .compofite, orttalic. 
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«The height of the éhabel within, 
from the floor to the top of ‘the ‘high 
‘arched roof 1s 40 feet 8 mes 

Breadth 34 feet, 8 inches. 

Length 68 feet. 

At the fouth-eaft corner you go dowh 
four fteps to a flat, having on each hand 
a plain fquare nich in the wall, from 
which flat you defcend twenty fteps 
more into a fubterraneous chapel, whith 
has been’ likewife the facrifty and veftty, 
whofe héight cannot be fo exactly af- 
certairfed, as the floor is very uneven 
with ‘tubbith and ftones. This facrifty 
is only, fabterraneous at the entry, be- 
ing .all above ground, occafioned. by 
the fudden declivity of the ground. 
Therg is ‘only ohe window i in it, W lich 
‘fs in the eatt wall, and’ is “arched, and 
Jarge, ‘but without any ‘pillar in the 
-amiddle of it. Hee, no doubt, there 
aye has 
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has been an altar, though there. be no 
veftige of one now. 

On the top of the entry, winch 5 an 
arch, down to the facrifty, is the high 
altar, 2 feet 7 inches, by two fteps up 
from the fouth end of the large altar, 
with a beautiful font above it in the 
fouth wall. On the high altar upon the 
eaft wall is built fomething like a feat 
about two feet high, which, perhaps, 
may have been a fide altar-table. 

The low, or large altar is one ftcp up, 
though perhaps more formerly, from 
‘the floor of the chapel, of 6 inches and 
an half.- fe is in breadth 11 feet 
2) inches, ‘Length 26 feet sa inches 
and an half, 

, ‘The roof. of the altar, compofed of 
four. double ‘arches, not being fo high 
as that of the chapel by onc half, the 
fight, of ity from the floor to: the 


tops 
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tops of: the. “double: -archts: within, Jy 


nn pees: 
“ 4 ‘ etek jit. Bye 


15 feet. (-- a Meee Mio 
There arefeven pillars or eohimis- of. 
the north fide from end to“end, ‘delat 
ing the pillar on the weft wall, to which 
is cut out’ in daffo relievo, arid: as trany 
on the fouth‘fide.—— There are’ likes 
avife two pillars exactly in the middle 
of the chapel, proceeding from the top 
wp to the altar weftward. we ee 
The height of each pillar, including 
bafe and capital, is the exa& -fourth of 
the whole height of the chapel ‘from thé 
floor to the top of the high arched roof.’ 
“Bach range of pillars from the oppo- 
fi te Wall ‘tothe centér of the colonade* or 
‘range, is diftant cighit’ féet ‘two incke eg 
front thie centre of each of the two. pit 
Jats in ‘the thiddte," ‘pidceeding from: atk 
‘face of the altar weltiatd to the: céritré 
"af the pititrs oh’ “each hand, dotth “aha 
by fourth, 
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fouth, nine feet two inches; diameter 
‘of the fhafe of each pillar at the middle 
point, between bafe and capital, is two 
feet four inches; therefore the circum- 
ference muft be feven feet. 

The three pillars on the face of the 
altar have oppofite to them on the caft 
wall, or back of the altar, three fmall- 
er pillars cut in baffo relievo ; and each 
range of pillars ‘from eaft to weft has on 
the oppofite wall an equal number of 
fmaller pillars, cut out in the fame way, 
each large pillar being united to its 
{maller oppofite by an architrave, ex- 
cepting the three columns on the fore- 
part of the altar, which are ynited to 
their {maller oppofites by an arch, as all 
the large ones are from eaft to weft, ex- 
cept fome few which I fhall prefently 
take notice of. Every one of the 
three fmaller pillars on the back of the 

‘Vou. I. K altar 
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altar has a nich on each fide of its capi- 
tal, in which formerly a ftatue has been 
placed. At the back of the altar on 
the eaft wall, are three rifings like feats, 
each of them about two feet high, 
which perhaps have been fo many fide 
altar-tables, 
_ All the ornaments are in dajffo relievo, 
or cut out of the folid ftone, as not one 
of the ftatues that were in the niches, 
either within or without, are now to be 
feen. | 

Each architrave is united to the Op- 
pofite architrave by a broad, arch, every 
,one of which arches is carved in like 
Manner as the roof of the facrifty : 
an thefe arches, from architrave to 
carchitrave, form the roof. between the 
outer and the inner wall, both an the 
a and fouth fides, 


fe Sage 
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All the capitals of the pillars are fine- 
dy cut into flower-work, foliage, -or 
chaplets. 

The key-ftone of the double arch im- 
mediately above the high altar, or the 
entry down to the facrifty, is pendent 
above two feet two inches in a piece of 
fine foliage. 

In the window at the back of the 
back of the high altar, directly oppo- 
fite to the faid key-ftone, in the fouth- 
eaft corner of the chapel, on each pilaf- 
ter or jamb, are two cherubs.—%In this 
and every one of the lower windows, 
there is -a reprefentation of a tower’ on 
each jamb. As alfo on each pilafter of 
the lower windows there is a nich for a 
ftatue, and the pedeftal, for moft part, 
cut out into a cherub. | 

The firft and principal pillar of the 
whole, placed at the adjoining corner of 

K 2 the 
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the low and high altar is commonly 
called the apprentice’s pillar; but by 
Slezar, | in his Yheatrum Scotie, the 
prince ’s pillar, it has on the, bafe of-it 
feveral dragons in the ftrongeft or firft 
kind of baffo relievo, as one can eafily. 
thruit a finger or two between fome parts 
of | the dragons and the bafe.. The dra- 
gons are chained by the heads, and 
twifted into one another.——- This beaur 
tifyl pillar. has round it from bafe to: Gar 
pital, waving in the fpiral way, four 
wreaths of the moft curious, {culprure of 
flower-work and, foliage, the workmana 
oe pe, gach, being different, andthe 
sr of. cach, wreath. diftant,,from, that 
deighbouring gne, a. toes and, 4 
hal, So -sxqniitely ,finepare,thele 
wreathings, that they cag be, compared 
fo Rowbing bus the Apel dace,;.) The afr 
DADERNS. ne of, thig pillar 
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Ttrutt refer to anothet® place, becaufe 
they Have a conneétion with other ad- 
joining parts, and I proceed with thofe 
of the lower altar from fouth to north: 
The key -ftone of the fecond double 
arch above the fouth end of the large al- 
tar, depends as the former one, in a 
piece of foliage. The window oppofite 
to the faid key-ftone, is ornamented 
with cherubs, as the one already de- 
feribed.—The middle ‘pillat ‘on the 
fore part of the altar, has its capital cut 
into fleurs-de-luce in the firtt kind of 
bafo relievo, {fo a8 fome parts _ of the 
ftulpture are quite free of the pillar, 
and the light is feen througtr the oper: 
ings. Qn'this capital art cherubs play- 
ing on different in@ruments of mufic; 
viz: pfalters, dec. The atchitrave jom- 
ing the faid ‘pillar te the fecond middle 
pular, down fromthe “altar: weftward; 
ne Ges K 3 has 
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has on both fides only foliage. Upom 
or above the capital of this fecond pillar 
there is a hare eating a cabbage, and an 
elephant, befides fome human figures 
defaced. -The key-ftone of the third 
double arch is pendent as the two forms 
er ones, but ends in a reprefentation of 
the ftar in the eaft at our Saviour’s 
birth; on the fouth point of which 
fiands' the Virgin Mother, with the 
babe in her arms.. On her right hand; 
being the mext point of the ftar, is thé. 
manger, and round from that on tHe 
other points are the wife-men from the 
eaft,. each of them having a long rod ot 
ftaff in his hand.—-— Each’ corner of the 
window, oppofite to the ftar, has three 
cherubs. (befides thofe which have’ been 
pedeftals of ftatues on the back of the 
altar, four of which are in fight of thé 
ftar) with a fcroll-waving up and down 
from 
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from hand to hand, reprefenting, per~ 
haps the angelic declaration of the birth 
of the Meffias to the fhepherds, and the 
heavenly choir, praifing God, and fayiag, 
Glory to God in the highef, and om earth 
peace, good will towards men. 

The key-ftone of the fourth and taft 
double arch, above the larze altar, de- 
pends in tength as the former ones, and 
is a piece of foliage. Two fides of this 
double arch, with your face towards 
the north-weft, reprefents the refurrec- 
tion, by people rifing out of their graves 
like fkeletons, and improving into pro- 
per forms placed clofe to the fkeletons. 
In the oppofite window, being. the 
fourth in the altar, north-eaft. corner of 
the chapel, there are two cherubs with 
{crolls as .above, and four without 
them, [ ouft now carry you from eatt 

| _K A we 
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to weft, betwixt the north wall and the- 
north colonade. 

In the firft window in the north alle 
being above the north end of the altar, 
there are two cherubs, each at the fet- 
ting on.of.the arch of the window.. 

. Upon. the capital of the firft pillar 
there - ‘are cherubs playing on mufical 
inftruments, one particularly on the bag- 
pipe, in the Highland way, by blowing, 
with the mouth, and a cherub having a 
book fpread .open before him. On the 
architrave,, joining the firit pillar to the 
Sgcond, with. your face to the fowtigy 
you fee Samfon taking hold of the two- 
pillars, and pulling down the honfe 
upon the Philiftines and on the archi. 
trave Joining the fecond pillar to. its 
Fmaller oppofite one on ‘the. north way 
with your face to the welt, you fee t 
Philittines lying dead, fo that thefe two 

architraves 
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architraves are rectangular to one an- 
other, and thereby mighty expreffive of 
their defign. 

Upon the capital of the fecond pilfat- 
there are bafkets in foliage; and on the 
outfide of one of them there 1s a human: 
frure lying along: at full tength:. in 
the fecond: window are four cherubs-and 
foliage. | 
* Uponthe capital of the {maller piHat 
ei the north wall, oppofite tothe feeond: 
large pillar, there is a coat of arms fup- 
ported by. two men lying along, and al- 
mhoft kneeling: in the third window,. 
there are four cherubs in. foliage. 


“Upon the floct, precifely between the 
fecond anid third pillars, there is a 
Yough draught of a man in armour on @: 
coarfe flat’ tone, with his hands lifted 
oP and Joined. together as in prayer, 

with 
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with a grey-hound at his feet, and a 
Kon rampant at each ear. 

Upon the capital of the third pillar 
there is an elephant, a head of a fer- 
pent, &c. 

On the architrave from the third pil- 
lar to its oppofite fmall ome on the wall, 
there is only foliage. Upon the capital 
of faid {mall pillar, there is an enfign 
armorial fupported by two men lying 
along, almoft kneeling. Inthe fourth 
window are two cherubs, and two an- 
tique heads and foliage. Upon the ca- 
pital of the fourth pillar are two angels 
removing the ftone from the door of the 
fepulchre, wherein our Saviour’s bddy 
was laid, and two monftrous beafts, re» 
ptefenting, pethaps, death ‘and helf: 
‘On the architrave, betwixt the faid pil- 
lar and #ts {maller on the wail, there-is 
only foliage, 

Next 
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Next to this fmaller pillar, oppofite 
to the opening between the fourth and 
fifth pillars, is the north door of the 
chapel, which has an arched porch with- 
out, before you come to the door ; then 
the top of the door, on the outfide, is 
an hyperthyron, or architrave, but on 
the infide it is arched, and on entering 
you go one ftep down to the floor of the 
chapel. Above this door there is a little 
window, whofe form is an equilateral 
fpherical triangle, waved tmto different 
fhapes within the triangle, and adorned 
on the infide and outfide of its perimeters. 
with foliage, &c. 

Upon the capital of the fifth pillar is 
the Mater dolorofa, with the beloved dif- 
ciple, looking at our Saviour on the 
crofs, upon the capital af the oppofite 
fmaller pillar, with the multitude around 

. im, 


yo) ODETTE RT XIUL 


him, and the ladder up to the croft on 
eur: Saviour’s left-hand, 

Upon the capital ef the faid fifth 
pillar, there are Deewne two ° ‘monttrous 
beatts. . ces ma 4 
,. The fifth and laft wmdow in the 
north wait, has only foliage, and of 
one of the lower corners, three humas 
Hgures in @ group. 

..Upon the capital of the fexth silt 
there are two birds, one of them feeding 
the other, and a man grappling ‘with 4 
boar. The feventh pillar in the weft 
wall, has on its capital a cherob wrth 
a fcroll waved up and down from hand 
to hand; and, upon the capital, two 
dragons intwifted. I muft now reture 
to the prince’s, or apprentice’s pillar, 
and go down from eaft to weft, between 
the fouth wall and fouth range of pile 
lars = the firft window in the fouth wall, 
ee immediately 
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immediately above the high altar and 
the entry down to the ne ae two 
cherubs and foliage. 

Upon the capital of the prince’s pil- 
lar, the fide oppofite the fouth wall, 
are [faac wpon the altar, and the ram 
below it caught. in the thicket by the 
horns; and on the eaft end of the ar- 
chitrave, (that joins the faid pillar to 
the fecond,) next to the prince’s pillar, 
ss. Abraham ftanding, in view: of -the 
altar, with his hands lifted up in prayer: 
on, the other, or weft end: of ' the fame 
architrave, next, to the fecond pillay, is 
a.man.. playing en the bag-pipe,: ahd an- 
other human figure at his —— foot. — 
ing afleep. . 

,,Qp, the architrave joining - t:: “he 
pringe’s, pillar to: its. fmaller. oppose 
one on. the fouth wall, with your., fare. to 
the ‘call, and to the entry of the facrifty 


you 
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you read an infcription in Gothic cha- 
racters. | 
The fecond window. has four cherubs, 
and foliage. Upon the capital of the 
fecond pillar, there is an antique head, 
and an elephant. On the eaft fide of 
the architrave, which joins the fecond 
large pillar to its fmaller oppofite one 
on the fouth wall, with your back to 
the facrifty, you view the following fine 
figures from fouth to north, or from the 
Jeft to the right hand. x. A bifhop 
cardinal, 2. A cripple, with his ftugs 
under his arms, leading a blind-max. 
3. One cloathing the naked, by throw- 
ing a garment over the head of a figure, 
whofe naked fhoulders and back are 
wery exprefive. 4. Vifiting the fick in 
ded, 5. A woman taking care of 
sbabes, meaning, no doubt, fatherleds,. 
or orphans. 6. Feeding the hungry. 
7. Burying 
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7. Burying the dead. 8. Another car- 
dinal bifhop, with a key, the emblem 
of difcipline. 

On the oppofite fide of the fame ar- 
chitrave, with your face to the facrifty, 
you view the fame number of figures 
from north to fouth, or from left to 
tight. 1. A bifhop with a mitre on his 
head, &c. 2 A man with a cloak 
about him, and his hands in hits fides, 
which is fuippofed to be a reprefentation 
of the proud Pharifee. 3. A drunkard, 
4. Two gluttons. 5. A_ traveller. 
6. The humble publican. 7. Bacchus. 
8. A man and a woman embracing each 
other. g. Behind the woman a devil 
iffuing out of a monftrous mouth, re- 
.prefenting the jaws of hell, and ftretch- 
ing out a paw to catch hold of them, 
and drag them along with him 1 into that 
place of torment. » : 

In 
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In the lower fouth-weft ‘cores of the 
third window, is the devil fitting. asa 
pedeftal of a ftatue, and’ looking up to 
the wine-bibber, pe enee Sei. — 
ing at them. ty 
‘The arch of the Sidees is ornament 
ea with cherub above cherub, nine«in 
call, with their wings expanded, crowns 
upon their heads, and each: having 
Mcroli negligently waved from hand to 
thand and beyond; the uppermoft che- 
cubdonthe key-ftome is cur in a diffe 
ent atutude from the reft. Upon the 
:apital of. the third pillar, are an an- 
maue head and two birds. ; age 
‘Jn the fourth window two cherubs 
ute forolis. ag: SO 
Upon. the capital of me fourth ipue 
ery antique heads and a wild beady). 
Open the. capital of the. oppefte 
oar forme, Awoyan. figures.: i, 
Nigh 
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_.. Nagh to. this {mall pillar is the fouth 
daor,...diretly oppofite to the north 
door; this fouth door appears ‘to have 
been the principal entry, as it is more 
decorated than the north deor. There 
ig an arched porch without, before you 
come to the door, and at each fetting on 
‘of the acch, there is a cherub with a 
‘{croll waved from hand to hand, and 
‘at the top of each pilafter without, a 
Hittle’ afide from it, there is a pretty 
{mali pillar in daffo relievo. The door is 
arched both within and withont, andin 
entering you go down two fteps to the 
floor of the chapel. 

Above the-door there is a little win- 
dow whofe form is an equilateral {heri- 
¢al triangle, waved: into different fhapes 
within the perimeter, in which it varics 
ftom the like window above the north 
door, and is adorned on the outfide and 

Vou. I. L infide 
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infide of its perimeter, with a different 
foliage from that of the little north win- 
dow. 
In the fifth and laft window in the 
fouth wall, there 1s in the fouth-eaft 
corner of it a man in armour on horfe- 
back, reprefenting, I fuppofe, St. 
George killing the Dragon ; and in the 
fouth-weft corner.of it a cherub with a 
icroll and a human figure. 

On the north fide of the arch, which 
joins the fifth and fixth pillar, are thes 
twelve Apoftles, with the enfigns of the 
feveral kinds of ceath they fuftered, and 
four other human figures with like em- 
blems. 

Upon the capital of the fixth are 
fome human figures, 

The capital of the feventh pillar in , 
the weft wall is cut out into foliage ex- 
tremely fine, and upon it there is a man 


Gtting 
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fitting with a broad-{word in his hand. 
The reafon why the prince’s pillar is call- 
ed the apprentice’s pillar, muft be ex- 
plained: above this pillar is exhibited a 
young man’s head, with a fear above 
the right brow, reprefenting a wound 
by a ftroke ; directly oppofite to which, 
along the weft wall, 1s the head of an 
old man, with a frowning countenance, 

faid to be the reprefentation of the maf- 
‘ter mafon’s head, who killed the appren- 

tice out of envy by a blow on the head. 
Ina line with the apprentice’s head, is 
the head of a woman weeping, fuppofed 
to be his mother mourning the fate of 
her fon. Thefe figures are very ftrong 
and expreffive; and what illuftrates the 
ftory is a tradition that has prevailed in 
the family of Roflin, from father to fon, 
That a model of this beautiful pillar 
having been fent from Rome, the maf- 
L 2 ter 
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ter mafon would by no means confent to 
make fuch a pillar, till he fheuld 
go to Rome. to infpect the original 
from which the model had been 
taken; that in his abfence an apprentice 
finifhed the pillar as it now ftands; and 
that the mafter on his return, feeing it 
fo exquifitely well finifhed, made en- 
quiry who had done it, and being ftung 
with envy, flew the apprentice. 

Strait up from the capital of each 
large pillar, in the middle area of the 
chapel, half way up to the top she 
high roof, isa nich for a ftatue. 

Round the whole chapel within™’® a 
belt or line of a vaft variety of wrtath- 
ing-work, in daffo relievo, proceeding in 
an horizontal and perpendicular way, 
the better to humour the bottoms of the 
windows ; ; but it is arched over the tops 


of the two doors. | 
The 
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The infide of the high arched roof is 
all cut out inte fquares of various fi- 
sures in flower-work, rofes, foliage, &c. 

The weft gable is extended farther 
than the fide walls of the chapel 26 
feet fouth, and as many north, and on 
the eaft fide of each extenfion there are 
two pillars equi-diftant from one an- 
other, and from each corner, which 
have been intended to run up into the 
turrets or fpires; from all which it 
plainly appears that a much larger build- 
ing has been defigned to the weft, of 
which the prefent chapel would have 
been only the choir. And indeed the 
marks on the weft gable are very plain, 
from whence the fide walis were to have 
been advanced, whote foundations have 
been difcovered in ploughing up the 
ground a good way weftward. Thefe 
marks are about gi fect dH¥ant from 

iy. 2 each” 
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eath other, and a fmall part of the 
north wall is actually built. ) 
Between the north and middle ioae 
as high as their hyperthyrons, there is. 
the figure of aman ftanding, and tied to 
a rock by his middle and ancles, with 
his hands tied behind his back, and hav- 
ing a human figure at each foot, and 
holding the rope with which he 1s tied. 
Of this figure it is conjectured, that it 
can have no other meaning, than that of 
St. Michael upon a rock, which receives 
ftrength from the confideration that the 
princely founder of this chapel was. 
honoured with being one of the Knights - 
of the Cockle, after the order of France, 
which, among other emblems, has a me- 
:dal hung upon the breaft, reprefenting: 
St. Michael upon a rock, wherice they 
are called Knights of St. Michael*. Wile 
© Maye. 11. p. 294, and 319. 
liam 
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liam St. Clair, Prince of Orkney, Duke 
of Holdenburg, Earl of Caithnefs, &c. 
&c. &c. Baron of Roffin, &e. &e: Be. 
the feventh of the name founded this 
moft curious chapel, or college for a pro- 
voft, fix prebendaries, and two finging 
boys, in 1446. That this noble defign 
might be executed according to tafte, 
and with the greateft fplendor, the 
Prince invited the moft excellent artifi- 
cers, mafons, carpenters, &c. from fo- 
reign parts; and that they might be the 
more conveniently lodged, for carrying 
on the work with the greater eafe and 
difpatch, he ordered them to build the 
village or town of Roflin, where it now 
is, and he gave each of them. a houfe 
and lands in proportion to theircharacter. 
This Prince flourithed in the reigns of 
King JamesI. and II. He kept a great 
court, and was royally fepved at his 
L 4 table 
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table in veffels of gold. Lord Dirlton was 
his Mafter of the Horfe, Lord Borth- 
wick his Cup-bearer, and Lord Fleming 
his Carver. His Princefs, Elizabeth 
Douglas, was ferved by 75 gentlewo- 
men, whereof 53 were daughters of 
Noblemen, all elegantly arrayed with 
chains of gold and other ornaments, 
and was attended by 200 gentlemen on 
horfeback, in all her journies ; and if 
fhe happened to go to Edinburgh in the 
evening, 80 lighted torches were carried 
before her. In dignity fhe was next to 
the Queen*. 

I have not heard from the Countefs 
de Lorm. But I have acquired a habit 
of patience, fo far as fometimes to be- 
lieve that my friends have reafon on 
their fide for neglecting mc; I therefore 
would rather acknowledge my want of 

® Hay, Vel, II. page 2434. 
merit, 
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merit, than complain of their injuftice, 
and fupprefs my refentment, than pub- 
lifh my mortifications. 

She knows at the fame time my affec 
tion for her; but our fouls are not 
formed alike; fhe would not melt into 
tears at a harfh word from a friend, a 
weaknefs I know fhe is fuperior to. 

My Henry joins my brother and J in 
dutiful refpeé&s to our dear father ; 
they kifs your hands, while J, with a 
heart of gratitude and affection, can 
only affure my dear mama, that I am, 
as much as ever, 


her obliged friend, 


Mary HamittTon. 


LE T- 
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From Mademoifelle Le ReiLtLtet, to 
Lady Jurtana DanveERs. 


DEAR MADAM, 
OU are very good in interefting 
yourfelf in my affairs. I never had 
a heart to refift fuch foothing kindnefs ; 
it more than perfuades, it impels me; of 
all the fofter fenfations, the greatett 
pleafure 1s to give and receive mutual 
truft; and friendly fympathy increafes 
every joy, and leffens every pain. But, 
my amiable friend, yours is a peculiar 
difpoftion.——-—-The gentlenefs of your 
temper affords you but too much to feel, 
for thofe who are allied to you, and 
who have a natural right to your affec- 
tion. The apprehenfion I fhall be un- 
der of affording you uneafinefs, by ac- 
quainting » 
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quainting you what paffes in my foul, 
will be fo far from Jeffoning my pangs, 
that it will iacreafe them. While your 
fenfibility renders you thus fufcepttble, 
and while you live under a perpetual de- 
jection and oppreffion of {pirits, nothing 
at all belongs to you, not your own hu- 
mour, Mor your own good fenfe. 





Since pity is accompanied with pain, 
Why fhould I eafe by your affection gain? 
Whenever we find ourfelves under 
any extraordinary umeafinefs, my ami- 
able friend, fuffer me to fay, if we take 
the following method, we fhall find we 
have more reafon to complain of our falfe 
notions, than of our fortune. Examine into 
the occafion of your grief, ftrip it of all 
difguife, and of allthe embroidery of ima- 
gination, and you will find in general it 
is nothing at ail, or at leaft great allow- 
ances 
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ances are to be made. Your tendernefs 
makes you feel torments where there 13 
nothing to give you pain, and terror 
where there is nothing to give you fear. 
Such is your anxiety for my Lord; be 
affured he is notin the /malleft danger. 
On the contrary, he is in tolerable good 
fpirits; and if any thing can render him 
otherwife, it will be owing to his hear- 
ing of your anxicty and wretchednefs on 
his account. | 

I fhall now commence a narrative to 
you of my ftrange, ftrange ftory, and will 
rake up my thoughts from the moft fe- 
erct recefles of my foul, that I may fet 
them before you, and fubmit them to 
your judgment. 

[am however aware we feldom talje.. 
of ourfelves with fuccefs. If we 4 A. 
demn ourfelves, mare is believed th#h cx- 
preffed; if we praife ourfelves, much lefs. 
ue. ] fhall, 
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I fhall, however, recollect myfelf in 
thofe hours fet apart for my repofe; and 
have determined to try what affiftance, 
in this particular, my diligence may 
potibly receive from that affection, and 
great defire to pleate, which in other 
cafes is often fo great a fpur to the en- 
deavours of mankind. 

I] muft now, my dear friend, ftir the 
afhes of the deady 1 muft drag afunder 
the ftrings of my heart, open its 
wounds afrefh, and devife a new lan- 
guage, to recount whit could never hap- 
pen but to myfelf alone! But before I 
proceed, I ought to humble myfelf for 
my impetuofity of temper, (more efpe- 
cially after having fo recently given you 
my advice.) For however imaginary 
I may think your /iq@ferings are, and red 
mine have been, yet 1 am greatly indebt- 
ed to Providence for its paft and prefent 

protection ! 


a8 LETTER XIV. 


protection! Regulus under his tortures 
mildly faid, ** It hath pleafed God ro fingle 


me out for an experiment of the force of bu- 
man nature.” 


At the age of eleven years I lived at 
Avignon, where Clement V. a Gaf- 
con Pope, fixed the Roman fee. In his 
palace did I refide wath the Marchionefs 
de Louvoi; time had not then taken 
any thing from the lovelinefs of her 
countenance : fhe was only about thirty 
years of age; and though her features 
were tinged with a melancholy, it did 
not diminifh her charms. 

She was the avowed protectrefs of 
fetters and encourager of merit, and 
her houfe was open tothe literati. She 
herfelf was highly accompltthed, being 
perfect miftrefs of Greek and Latin, as 
awell as the modcrn languages, and took 
great pains and pleafure in having me 

inftructed 
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inftructed in them: alfo in geography, 
chronology, - geometry, phyfics, and 
metaphyfics ; in fhort, there was nothing 
this kind mother omitted for my im- 
provement, as if fhe had had a pre- 
fcience I fhould joon be deprived of her, 
and in confequence, obtruded know- 
ledge on me fuperior to my years. Her 
learned guefts often told her, that the 
powers of the mind might be over- 
ftrained like thofe of the body; and 
that it would perhaps be better fhe were 
lefs anxious for my making fuch a rapid 
progrefs. As however fhe found my 
health did not fuffer from the intenfe- 
nefs of my application, fhe encouraged 
me to it, and I was fo happy as to an- 
{wer the expectations at that age fhe 
had formed of me. Theregs a habitude 
attainable only by repeated acts, which 
render the execution of any practical 


thing 
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thing caly, which we ought:to: be’ madé 
acquainted with in our youth, by a pros 
per application to fuch things .as are 
then fuitable ta our capacity, but have 
fome analogy with what is to follow, 
that the habitude may grow up. with us, 
and be gradually directed to more pro- 
per objects as we advance in life. She 
early infpired me with an ardent defire 
to cultivate right principles ; to form a 
jut eftimate of things; to clear my 
mind from vulgar prejudices ; to prove 
and vindicate what I could difcern ex- 
cellent in the mcaneff character, and to 
deteft villainy in the createf. In order 
to which, fhe recommended to my 
frequent and careful perufal Mr. 
Locke’s admirable Effay on the Under- 
flanding, witch fhe faid would teach 
me a truc ufe of books, and a right me- 
_ of managing my own thoughts. 
:s She 
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Ghe alfo recommended to me, as a ra- 
tional. being, the ftudy of morality, in- 
cluding, befides the nature and obliga. 
tions of mere virtue, a knowledge of 
the Deity, his perfections and provi« 
dence; and of the frame and conftitu- 
tion of the human mind, its powers, 
capacities, paffions, and the end of its 
exiftence; a moft ample field for the 
exercife and improvement of. my rea- 
fon! <A clear and exact judgment in 
thefe things, applied to, and influenc- 
ing the heart and conduct, is the true 
ftate and temper of our fouls, and the 
bafis of all folid peace and happinefs ; 
but it is an error to imagine, that mere- 
ly a few fentiments of honour, and that 
modefty, and referve we receive from 
£ducation, can be always fufficient to pre- 
ferve our innocence; all thefe great fen- 
‘iments, all thefe excellent principles 
Vou. 26M Upon 
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upon which we depend (faid fhe) ought 
to be accompdnied with a continual dif- 
truft of ourfelves, and a fear of offend-. 
ing that Beinz who fees all our actions. 

My memory was exercifed by learn- 
ing felect pieces of poetry by heart; and 
the habit 1 was ufed to of giving an ac- 
count of the books I read, ferved to fix. 
my attention to the chain of fats, or 
the difpofition of the argument. 

Such applications of the mind are of 
confidtrable advantage te it, and ferve 
to occupy its leifure with fafety, where 
.idienef§ and roving thoughts might be 
dangerous. 

One day we were fitting at an 
When the Count de Trone was announced 
-to the Marchionefs; fhe faluted him 
with preat affection, and invited him 
to .refide with her for fome weeks; 
mh he asconenety Cy and the Mar: 

chionefs 
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chionefs ordered him an apartment ad- 
joming to her own. 

One fatal evening, aftet we were all 
retired to reft, a gentleman arrived ; 
Briffack, the Marchionefs’s upper do- 
meftic, called him his mafter, appeared 
greatly rejoiced to fee him, and im- 
mediately carried him to her apart- 
ment. Figure to yourfelf the rage 
and aftonifhment a hufband muft be in, 
returned to a wife he tenderly loved, af- 
ter a tedious and enforced abfence——: 
to difsover another man with her! 
The Count de Trone was in bed wrth the 
Marchionefs! Fury poffeffed him to fuch 
a depree that he inftantly fatiated his re- 
‘venge upon them, by a fhort dagger with 
‘which he had travelled, and left them 
-weltering in their blood. He then di- 
— reted Briffack to write to him ata cer- 
‘tala Place he told him of: walked ful- 
: M a lenly 
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jenly away, and. mounting his horfe was 
mever more heard of. 

Briffack, in the firft tranfports of his 
furprize, acquainted the -other fervants 
with the cataftrophe ; and alfo, that the 
gentleman, who had avenged himfelf of 
his miftrefs and the-Count de Trone, 
was her hufband, he himfelf having 
‘witneffed the ceremony; and that I was 
their only child: his mafter having 
been in a public fervice, which he could 
not relinquifh until that-time, when he 
‘had come home to declare his marriage. 
- This extraordinary adventure at Avig- 
mon, madea very great noife; and be- 

-fore breakfaft next morning, there were 
few who were not acquainted with it. 
“Various were the {tories circulated to 
‘the ‘Marchionefs’s difhonour! To the 
difcredit of human nature, we dre all 
nm 1 fact mote: re to blame men’s defetts, 

than 
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‘than :-to applaud their excellencies; and 
there is a certain depravity in many 
which tempts them fo put the worft con- 
ftruction on things, and to fearch in ac- 
tions, known even to themfelves to be 
good, for fomething which they may 
.cemfure as erroneous, or, at leaft, as 
having the appearance of being fo. One 
lady faid, fhe had always thoughe the 
Marchionefs a hypocrite, azother af- 
firmed fhe had long known her irregu- 
larities: their calumny, however, was 
foon obliged to find another object ; the 
Count de Trone proved to be a beauti- 
ful young. lady, who had taken refuge 
with my mother, in that difzuife, to aoe 
a hated marriage. 

_ Itappeared by letters in herpocket, that 
fhe was the only daughter of the Duke 
de Longueville; and that a ftrit. inti- 
macy fubGifted between her and my mo- 
M 3 ther, 
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ther, exclufive of their being very near 
relations, 

But [ muft return to Briflack, whom, 
I acquainted you, had been very com- 
-Taunicative concerning my affairs: the 
only circumftance he had omitted men- 
tioning was my father’sname. Dupree, 
amy maid, being tenderly. attached to 
me, .went to afk him that queftion, but 
was informed he was fet out in one of my 
mothei’s carriages for the houfe of a 
Mr. le Teller her uncle. This man 
. would have been entitled to fucceed ny 
mother but for me. Dupree: became 
valarmed, and fearful of the confe- 
‘quences.—--——T hey were foon, very foon, 
- realized. Mr. Le Tellier arsived at 
nine ©’ clock in the morving, in that 
fame carriage in which Briflack went 
- to his :houfe. He affuined the title of 
- Marquis de Lowvoi, took immediate 
poflefion 
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policflion of the haufe, difcharged «the 
fervants, faying he himfelf would take 
care of his niece’s funcral, and carelefsly 
inquired who I was? Upon being in- 
formed of what Briflack had fo recently 
declared, he laughed at it, and affyred 
them, his niece had never been marriad, 
but that fhe had educated me out of 
charity. As Briffack did not appear to 
fupport my pretenfions, we were ai turn- 
ed out.of the houfe. 7 
M. Le TeHier was old, ugly, and infirm. 
_ —~When the vigour of the body decays, 
. the fentiments are deftitute of vivacity 
and generofity, That organization 
which xenders man /gd, .rendets bim 
likewife obdurate and crvel; that which 
Tendess.man vy, on the contrary, yen- 
ders him communicative, compegjongtt, and 
-bentyolest. Dupree carried me to an 
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Abbot, an uncle.of hers, at -Mont- 
pellier. The bare reprefentation of my 
mifery was. fufficient to make him rea- 
dily confent to ferve me. We remained 
with him for afew weeks, at the end of 
which time he went to Avignon, and 
was there informed that the daughter of 
the Duke de Longueville had recovered 
of her wounds, but that my unfortunate 
mother had been interred with great 
pomp; that nobody feemed to credit 
the report of her marriage; and, that 
in fhort, her misfortunes, from becom- 
ing familiar, had ceafed to ftrike the ima-. 
gination of her friends: and the pretty 
child, fo much the wonder of the /ite- 
rati, and whom they had repeatedly told 
my mother would be an ornament.‘to. 
letters, was not thought of, or enquired: 
atter, The Marquis lived very‘ magni-. 
ficently, and every perfon feemed to 
7 think 
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think he' was a very great acquifition t to 
the place. 

Fhe good Abbot, after taking 
much pains to enquire, had only 
heard, that Briffack was gotie to refide 
in’ England, enriched by ‘the Matquis. 
Being by this means deprived of all 
nee, and not knowing my father’s 
name, the Abbot faid he would en- 
deavour to get fome lady to take me in- 
to her family ; and his partiality. led 
him to think, if fuch a lady had any 
children, that although a child my- 
felf, they might be improved by. me. 
~-—My dear madam, do not fuppofe 
me vain, I only tell you what he faid ; 
but were:I to pretend J did notdeferve it, 
I fhould. afflume a modéfty I do not 
feel. Iwas naturally quick, and, en- 
— and-excited as I had been to 

| a application, 
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application, I muft have been ftupid 
indeed not to have availed myfelf of it, 
even at that early age. The Abbot 
was fo lucky as to fucceed in his applt- 
cation for me to Madame le Mars: who 
was an active enterprifing woman; and 
one of thofe people who fucceed 
from their fingularity. They fail 
{moothly, in qa fea where others run a- 
ground and are fhipwrecked. They at- 
tain their eds in running counter to the 
tules for attaining them; and reap from 
their folly and irregularity all the gio- 
rious fruits of the moft confummate 
wifdom. 

' Impenetrable ftupidity keeps certain 
people always buftling in the world ; 'no- 
thing can affect or difcourage them, 
whilft people of reflection and -fehfi- 
bility are often afraid of every object : 

they 
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they dare not fhew their faces; they do 
not make their fortune becaufe they are 
afraid of acquitting themsfelves ill in 
every undertaking. It is a certain fact, 
that unfeeling, hardy, and indefatigable 
impudent people, fucceed beft in this 
world, who have no delicacy to recom- 
mend them, and whofe humanity is 
only dictated by the impulfe of the minute. 
Madame de Mars was the widow of 
a financier, had acquired an eafy for- 
tune, had no children, and was on bad 
terms with her relations. Under thefe 
circumftances, it was no difficult matter 
for the Abbot to prevail on her. to take 
me under her protection, This fixed 
jor the time her attachment. as 
Benefits to thofe whom we fet apart 
for our own management and affiftance, 
= fonsething .fo peculiar in sheir na- 
a ture, 
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ture; that there’ is fcarce a felfifh paffich 
which theit exercife does not gratify.‘ 

'The'virtue alone of induftry fhe pof 
feffed, which, like Aaron’s rod, fwal- 
lowéd up ail the reft; and, like the moft 
fubtle leaven, infinuated itfelf into every 
action and motive. Virtue had not the 
direction of her expences : though bleff- 
ed with the means, fhe had no idea of 
trying to difcern filent want and fick- 
nefs privately ftruggling with woe, from 
the groffeft impoftures. She poffeffed onty 
that kind of pood-nature that arifes from 
weak nerves, and fympathizing fenfa- 
tions, which is no more than an invo- 
lantary movement, and an effect of /e}- 
love; but fhe never had that good-na- 
ture which can: only proceed from fenti- 
ment and reflection. 

The fame thing would affect her 
with mirth or gricf, according to the. 
fone 
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tane in which it was . pronounced, 
cand her gpity..was always excited by 
fome uncom paffionate circumftance, 
never by the main object. Her difpo- 
fition, however, was highly advanta- 
geous to me: fhe took me and my 
maid into her houfe. The. Abbot con- 
cealed my rank and expectations; and 
only mentioned to her, that by fome 
failures I had loft my fortune: by the 
advice of my maid I reverfed the letters 
of my name from Le Tellier to Le 
Reillet. 

As I was reckoned a pretty child, 
Madame le Mars took great pride 
in fhewing me to her acquaintances: 
my drefs proved I had been no ordi- 
nary perfon; for though it was cam- 
pofed of the pluinef, yet they were of 
the nef materials, The beft lace and 
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cambric were what principally filled my 
wardrobe. 

I am apt to believe, trifling as this 
-circumftance may appear to you, it af- 
feted the imagination of Madame le 
Mars, who, for fome time, thought no- 
thing too good for the amiable, the de- 
loved child. Mafters, &c. were pro- 
vided me, and nothing omitted that 
money could procure me. I was great- 
Ty rejoiced at receiving her permiffion to 
-amufe myfelf in her library ; but how 
‘inexpreffible was my mortification to 
find it compofed only of romances, and 
fchool divinity, as if they had been 
collected together by fome fecret enemy 
‘to human reafon! An Englifh Baronet, 
and his fon, were much. connected with 
-my patronefs: fhe played extremely 
“well. at chefs ; this procured her the 
honour 
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honour of this gentleman’s acquaint- 
ance. His name was Sir John Den- 
ham: he had feen a great deal of the 
world, had been in.office, and a fae 
vourite of his fovereign. He was a man 
of uncommon talents, erudition, and 
expanfion of fentiment; and was ani- 
mated with a fpirit of independence 
warthy Hampden or Sidney. 
~ He was a citizen of the world, and 
totally unfettered by the little teat 
diftinctions of climate, or of country, 
which diminifh the benevolence of the 
heart, and fets bounds to philanthropy. 
He was then in difgrace with his Prince, 
and had fuffered. much from unmerit- 
ed calumny. But what affected him 
moft, was the ingratitude of thofe he 
‘bad been a generous patron to, in the 
un-fhine of his favour. Such men may 
be compared to the dehotrope, which 
opens 
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opens only towards the fun, but ‘shuts 
and contracts itfelf at night. Let 
the object of their adoration be but 
eclipfed, they can fee none of thofe ex- 
cellencies which before dazzled their 
eyes, the old idol is often made a 
facrifice to their zew; and all malicious 
difcoveries are made of their falling 
friend, to make an intereft in their rifing 
enes. Ail their homages are but for 
the fuccefsful ; oblivion, defertion, and 
contempt, are the portion of the un- 
fortunate. It is unlucky that fuch 
are feldom detected; an honeft mind 
is not apt to fufpect, and no one ex- 
erts the powers of difcernment with 
wigour, when felf-love favours the 
deceit. 

The fentiments of humanity incline 
us to comfort the miferable ; and it is 
failing in the moft effential duties, to 
an abandon 
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abandon’ them in their bad fortune, 
and fhiould we not fay, like, the good 
man, in Terence, Sd ang many, and « as 
fucb I cannot fee a man Suffer without pain.” 
But it is the utmoft excels of cruelty to 
infult men in their misfortunes. The 
firtt thought that occurs upon the ad- 
venture of aman difplaced, is to feck 
the' reafons of his misfortunes in his 
conduét. They neither offer in his ex- 
cufe the misfortune of the times, nor 
the pofture of affairs, and conjuncture 
of things ; but will abfolutely have him 
guilty, and invent a thoufand ftories te 
difcredit and ruin him beyond reco- 
very. Sir John had experienced fo 
much of the malignity and bafenefs of 
mankind, that he poflefled, in a high 
degice, that forenefi, as Pope exprefled 
it, that impatience of unmerited ca- 
jumny, and peevifinefs, which men of 
— Voi! N fine 
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fine parts often difcover, on accouat of ihe 
erroneous judgment which the multitude 
form of their abilities and execution. 
‘The leaft difobliging word would. open 
all his wounds a-frefh.—_— A man grows 
more fenfible and tender, in proportion 
to.his growing miferable. : 

A noble foul becomes untractable ' 
adverfity, whereas good ‘fortune renders 
it gentle and generous. 

While all things fmile upon us, and 
we have no cause of difcontent, we ate 
invulnerable to affronts and .diftefpect- 
ul behaviour. 

An unhappy concurrence of events 

chad’ placed: Sir John Denham in an un- 
fortunate point of view: but there is 
generally great injuftice in judging 
things. only by she event; for whatever 
good conduct was taken in an affair, df 
: at 
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‘ft did not fucceed, we blame the ma- 
imager, though the fault was xot Ais. 

We fix our eves on the furface, and 
never dive into thofe fecret {prings that 
flopped the motion of the engines, 
when in the mean time fuch meafares 
were taken as promifed an happy event, 
had it not been tor thofe obftacles in 
-the-way which prudence could not fore- 
fec. Hence commonly proceed cen- 
fures upon men of merit who» have 
‘failed of the fuccefs that might be cx- 
pected from their plans. 

Men of fenie and equity judee not 
however by appearances; they go to the 
‘bottom of things, and oan do juftice to 
a man of honour who has omitted no- 
thing, but who was ili feconded, or 
rather was undermined by ill-intention- 
ved people. Sir John ftill Kept up.a cor- 
telpondence with certain friends, in Eng- 

N 2 land, 
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land, of power and confequence. The 
greateft powers cannot totally crufh the 
reputation.of a man that maintains his 
credit-amongft his own party. Unfor- 
tunately for me he was recalled to reaf- 
fume his offices: but as this did not 
happen for fix years after my going: to 
refide with Madame le Mars, I fhall nor’ 
farther anticipate this. circumftance.— 
If 1 have been_tedious in mentioning’ 
thefe particulars concerning®®it John, 
you will find prefently hdw “very imter~ 
efting to me he and familly bé@atne. 

Mr. Denham at this ‘period was juft' 
returned from his travels. How fhall I,, 
my amiable friend, give you an idea of 
him; he was an Adonis in his perfon, 
and language is inadequate to my con- 
ception of his excellencies. There is 
not among the human race a mind fo 


formed, ——a temper—a turn of thoughr,. 
and 
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and manner of expreffion fimilar to his! 
[ believe it might with juftice have been 
faid of him what is reported of Alci- 
biades, ** that he EXCELLED all nations 
wherever be came, and every one in THATs 
for which be was moft eminent.” 

Very different was his conduct, from 
thatof moderntravellers, whoweed foreiga 
countries, importing German drunken- 
nefs, Spanifh pride, French levity, and 
Italian deceit, while they leave behind, 
German induftry, Spanifh loyalty, and 
Italian frugality: thus they fuffer inte- 
riorly from their travels, what they 
gain exteriorly. Chemifts well know 
that a nail will, in an elegant folution 
of blue vitriol, throw off its coat of iron, 
and acquire one of copper: but the che- 
mift will not tell you it is the better. for 
the change :—nay, he will warn you, 
that although the ignorant miftake it 
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for gold; this wondrous’ atquifition' isin 
fact an exchange fora noxious quality’ in 
ftead of a fulutary one. The modern 
fine gentlemen defpife charaéter,’ and 
Jaugh at reputation; run wild after 
foreign follies, ridiculous fafhions, and 
effeminate employments, which engage 
their time, impair their fortune, and 
emafculate their courage. Inftead of 
doing honour to the place of their na- 
tivity, (by a ftrange degeneracy in a 
circle of vanity and vice,) they | diferedit 
their families ; unmindful of the virtues 
which gave their anceftors the arms they 
bear, or the fortunes’ they abufe. Pub- 
_lic places abound. with inftances of this 
; bast, . too numerous to doubt the exift- 
.enee. of fuch a fpecies of beings, aif- 
: tinguithed by fome ridiculous “aff a. 
;fion in drefs, indecency of conv erfation, 
See | — idlenefs 
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wienefs in behaviour, and abfurdity in 
action. 

Mr. Denham devoted his time princi: 
pally to-his father, in foothing his un- 
cafinefs, and in trying to amufe him.” | 
Sir John played a great. deal at chefs 
with: Madame le Mars, while Mr. Den- 
ham amufed himfelf with my innocent 
prattle, which he was aftonifhed to find 
differed from. that of girls of my own 
ace. This led him to queftion me con- 
cerning my ftudies: it woukd: be too 
prefumptuous in me to repeat whati he 
faid to his father and my patfonefs,. in 
confequence of the furprize he was in at 
the proficiency I had madé in thofe 
“things, which even men do not always 
think it neceflury to. acquire. Let “it 
fuffice to fay he acquainted~ Madame le 
‘Mars, that thofe mafters who attended 
me could teach me nothing, that Twas 
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perfectly well grounded in every branch 
of literature and fcience, and that if the 
would permit him fometimes to ‘keep 
me in mind of what I already knew; it 
would be fufficient. 

This proved very agreeable intelli- 
gence ta the perfon to whom it was ad- 
drefled. There are three ftages in 
friendfhip, the beginning, their dura- 
tion, and their end. As all beginnings 
of attachment are full of generous fenti- 
ments, and a warm imagination, there 
is always in this ftage a great deal of il- 
Jufion ; the firft moments of friendfhip 
are always gay and joyous, but ufually 
after this, the high relifh, which novelty 
gave the feaft, being over, the imagina- 
tion deadens a little by habitude, the 
illufion difappears, and we are left ‘to 
keep the facred tie of amity by what we 
a in reafon a#ly; which though a vas 
| luable 
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Juable refource, is but a barren virtue 
in this refpect. In friendfhip, or atts 
of generofity, we fhould not be too la- 
‘with of our favours at firft; but, like thofe 
in love, regulate them with a proper 
ceconomy to make them lafting. Ma- 
dame le Mars had been fo very prodi- 
gal of her favours to me at fiji, that a 
few months had entirely exhaufted her 
beneficence ; fhe began to think the 
amiable child, not at all amiable ; and the 
confiderable expences fhe had entered 
into for mafters for me, made her per- 
fectly hate me, although fhe found it 
impoffible, with any kind of credit to her 
‘own character, to difmifs them. 

Mr. Denham, however, happily fur- 
nifhed her with an excufe for that pur- 
-pofe, and fhe difmiffed all my matters 
-but my dancing-mafter, Her good hu- 
mour revived, and as Dupree was very 

uleful . 
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Bleful to her by her needké;. ‘fhe’ con 
foled herfelf for the imprudenee the had: 
committed in admitting us into her: fa- 
ily, with. her maduftry. p em 
How much do the graces of a benefit 
depend: upon the manner of its being 
conferred? Itis the manner that grees 
it all its. charms-; it is this that removes 
the pain we naturally feel at being 
obliged ; it‘tnakes us look upon our ne- 
eeffity without regret, while ir is>at- 
tended with no other confequence, than 
jaying’ betoreus. the native lovelinefy 
the intrinfic’. excellence, -the engaging 
beauty of a great and generous mind,— 
the friendfKip of a fincere and: nobte’ 
“Heart. A little mean fGul may, indced, 
“upon @ particular oceafion, do a generous 
‘gétion, (fuch.as Madame Je Mars to me}) 
Viyt: only a great mind can-do it in a-ge-. 
‘Mereus- manner, “The man.thar fuffers his 
oN friendi 


LETTER: SIV, 1a 
friend to afk his affiflance, when he 
knows: his diftrefs; the man that pros 
longs the pain of his petitioner, by. hefi- 
tating to reheve him; the man who with. 
reluctant haud,, and ferupulous. fears,. 
ftretches out his arm to remove the. an- 
gmth of the unhappy, confers: an oblir 
gation, it is true, but leaves.a fting ber 
hind, a pain in the mind, perhaps little 
inferior to-that he has- removed. 

Mr. Denham. amply: fupplied. to: me 
the want of my matters :. -he- inftructed 
me in every branch of literature,: particur: 
Jarly in languages, the very genius of 
of which appeared different; when he 
‘touched them, all their afperities were 
foftened in paffing through fuch:a me- 
dium. He continually expreffed. his 
_Surprize at- my acquirements ; .I one day 
informed shim, that I believed.at: etgbt 
anne -of apell -underftood granamaticably 
= Englith, 
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Englifh, Italian, and French,: as well as. 
I did then; but his aftonifhment was in- 
expreffible, when he difcovered after- 
avards that Latin and Greek were equal- 
ly familiar to me. However agreeable: 
fuch an intercourfe might be, it becapye 
dangerous to the parties; I was ned 
fary, he declared so his happinefs, and... 
felt but too fenfibly he was highly fo ze 
mine. ‘This enabled me to bear the info- 
lent carriage of Madame le Mars, who 
was continually reproaching me with my 
obligations to her, and the expences [ 
occafioned her. She fell into a very 
bad ftate of- health, which rendered her 
perfectly infupportable. 1 had no other 
semedy than patience; and is that a 
virtue eafy to be practifed by fo young a 
creature ? What murmurs, what com, 
plaints efcaped me! whilft, every Mo- 
ment furnifhed ‘me with a new fubject 
for 
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for them! Madame le Mars grieved at the 
fight of any pleafures fhe eou!d not enjoy, 
was envious of that felicity which flew 
from her, and was poffeffed by others ; 
fhe would willingly fee al! beings groan- 
ing around, and tormented with her, as 
if the number of her fufferings had been 
diminifhed by thofe which fhe inflicted 
on others. She at length, when I was 
about fixteen years of age, died of a fever, 
without taking the {malleft notice of me 
m her will. 

This circumftance Mr. Denham had 
addrefs enough to conceal from his fa- 
ther; he took a fmall lodging for me 
and Dupree: I faw fir John occafioually, 
and his fon devoted every minute to me 
he could {pare from his neceffary duties. 
He took fo much pains to make every 
thing agreeable to me, Dupree became. 

alarmed 
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Alarmed, and diftruftful -of his’ -intetie 
fions. Charity, faid fhe, ‘is “net pallart 
dh her liberalities; ‘and -even friendthip 
itfelf, though always fo'ready-to afford 
help, gives what is good and fubfantiut, 
‘but: never what is magnificent. 

The virtues of men arc very ex, 
their effets, and chufe rather to be fp 
ing than -profufe. Vices alone .know xo 
bounds. - | . 


‘My only’ uneafinefs : ‘proceeded -§ 





manner of apprehenfions of his ever bé- 
coming any thing but what was amiable, 
exalted, and, elevated. 
He knew I was deferted ; but (uch: ia- 
telligence, inftead .of rendering me, ia 
_his opinion, a fuitable object for feduc- 
_tion, increafed -his -refpeét for me. I 
: Siowld hope, : for the honaur of human 
-ticare, that there -have"been inffances 
me fufficient 
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duficient of. this kind to form a folia, 
At-any .time:he favoured. me with hie 
company, he always feut for Dupree, 
who was prefent at all our interviews. 
Ide was partial— Does not our felf- 
love fometimes -/uppofe merits where we 
beftow our favours, in order to .heightex 
our own pleafure in the aét of beneficence 2 

Though thus-happy and delighted by 
his charming conduct, and infinuating 
converfatian, I became melancholy, his 
benefits were fo many wounds to my 
foul; not that d thought he difliked be- 
{towing them, but becaufe I was under 
the. hard neceffity of receiving them. 

I acquainted him, I had confidered my 
fituation ; that pride was moft intoler- 
able in thofe who ftood in need of the 
saffiftance of others, Itherefore intreated 
be would perniit me to endcavour to fall 
upon fome means by which I could ac- 

quire 
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quire an honeft livelihood. . That -to 
bear hard upon the kindnefs of another, 
is to render one’s-felf unworthy of his 
favour. | 

He feemed deeply affected by my 
difcourfe, and greatly hurt at my inten- 
tions, and affured me that a rational foul 
is fufficiently recompenfed by the pid 
fure it receives in obliging a beloved 
perfon, who is well deferving of its zeal! 
But that in my inftance he was not dif- 
interefted; for that if he proved agree- 
able to me he intended, when in his 
power, to make me his wife! 

I burft into tears, upon obferving I 
had afforded him a minute’s uneafinefs, 
and affured him, if he would but for- 
give me, I fhould never again mention 
the fubject on which we differcd. What is 
it we do not give up to the man we love, 

| | when 
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when we have the happinefs to believe we 
ate beloved again? An affection like 
what I experienced ennobles the mind, it 
{fprings from an innate love of virtue, 
and has a tendency to carry it to the 
higheft perfection. 

I fhall fend your Ladyfhip the re- 
mainder of my unfortunate ftory in a 
week or lefs, and ain, at all times, with. 
equal refpect and affection, 


your obliecd friend, 


ANNETTE LE REILLET. 


Vor. [. O LE T- 
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From Lady Joriana Danvers, to 
Mademoifelle te REILLET. 


MY DEAR ANNETTE, 
J] RETURN you my beft, my fin 
cereft thanks, for your long and cir- 
cumftantial narrative. It juftifies intire- 
ly the idea I had entertained of your 
birth ; for whatever youdo, you cannét 
debafe yourfelf into a vulgar perfon, oF 
humbly yourfelf /o ow by your modefty, 
as you are elevated in your genius and 
conceptions: but you yourfelf doubt of 
the truth of your being what Briflack 
seprefented you to be; what motive 
could he have had for deceiving? Men 
at fuch times, when under a fudden and 
unexpected furprize, gencrally fpeak 
the 
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the language of truth.—That impref- 
fion wearing off before the morning, 
he adopted another plan, more political 
and more fuitable to his interefted na- 
ture. 

You hurt me by a continual repeti- 
tion of your obligations to my family. 
It is an eafy matter to oblige perfons 
who act bv noble principles ! 

If we only efteemed you, we fhould 
certainly envy you, if we did not hate 
you; for efteem is always forced upon 
us, but inclination 1s a matter of our 
own choice. Upon this account it is 
difficult to with well to thofe whom we 
very much efteem, if they have not like- 
wife the art of conciliating our affeétion ; 
becaufe to efteem depretfes the fpirits 
as much as to love exalts them: it 
brings the foul to a languid temper, and 
givesit at once the view of another's excel- 

O 2 lencies, 
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lencies, and of its own infirmities; but 
affection gives it agitation and warmth, 
and in the view of a friend’s merit, it 
takes too much pleafure and too much 
pride to confider its own defects. 

You will oblige me particulardmiggam 





dear friend, if you will take 2 
ble, if it will not too mucha . 
vour {pirits, of acquainting me ia what 
manner Mr. Denham directed your ftu- 
dies, &c. I have been always too indo- 
lent to improve myfelf, and of too anxi- 
vus a temper to leave me in a fuffi- 
cicnt compolure of mind, but for the 
commoneft attainments; J have, how- 
ever, found great pleafure, fince I came 
to London, from perufing Italian au- 
thors. ‘Taflo’s Jerufalem Delivered, at 
vrefent greatly amufes me, which | am 
told is licrle nygner to the most ghee 
cious Teniains of antiquity, es? 


W hat 
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What can be more noble than the 
plan of this fublime work? Do we 
not fee as grand a fubyect as ever was 
imagined, not founded on the flighty 
wings of imagination, but on the folid 
ground-work of moft authentic hiftory ? 
Kings and Princes united from all parts 
of the Chriftizn world, and covering, 
with innumerable armies, the vaft plains 
of Afia, to refcue the facred place of 
the Meffiah’s refidence, while on earth, 
from the idolatrous Saracens: could 
any enterprize be better fuited to an 
epic poem ? 

Iam now, my dear Annette, going to 
acquaint you with a circumftance, which 
] fhould be infincere, did I not acknow- 
Jedge does mc equal honour and fatisfac- 
tion. The Marquis of Epfom has addreff- 
ed ine as alover: I only feel how little de- 

ferving 
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ferving I am of the great happinefs, 
and good fortune that awaits me. I 
hope you will refide.entirely with me, 
until a better fate occurs to you, which 
I flatter myfelf muft be the cafe. He- 
roes, my dear, were never expofed to 
the mercy of their fates, but heaven 
took care of them; and dubious births 
almoft ever have been the entrance to 
illuftrious lives, You fhall, my dete 
Annette, be my friend and kind moni- 
tor, if I fhould become fo giddy from 
happinefs as to lofe fight of thofe happy 
prepoffeffions of foul you fo eminently 
poffefs. 

Experience proves that profperity is 
fometimes more dangerous than adver- 
fity: we find the warm fun often 
{corches the land into barrennefs, while 
the cold fnow renders it fertile. 

There 
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There are fome virtwes that are not 
to be acquired but in misfortunes, as 
there are fome fruits that ripen not with- 
out frofs. We know not what we are 
till we have been tried. Mofes, who: 
was the meekeft of men,. whilft he lived 
in the wildernefs; yet, when Provi- 
dence advanced him, he fo highly of- 
fended God, that all his former fervices. 
could not obtain the liberty of his enter- 

ing into the Land of Canaan. 
I thall fend to Briffack : and am ever, 


my dear Annette, 


your faithful, and 


affectionate friend, 


Juttana Danvers. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 


